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Citrus County Ready for Allison 


Hiaieize Allison was moving 
North in the Gulf of Mexico with signs 
of striking Citrus County, Florida on Sun- 
day, June 4, 1995. Citrus County has 28 
miles of low lying coastline on the Gulf 
and is situated 50 miles North of 
Clearwater, 25 mile Southwest of Ocala. 
The Citrus County coast was submerged 
during the “noname” storm March 12th, 
1993 and the towns of Homossassa and 
Crystal River saw the tidal surge rise to 
5+ feet up the living room walls. Parts of 
Highway US 19 were inundated and boats 
were the only highway traffic. 


Because this extremely recent his- 
tory was fresh in memories, at 1400 Sun- 
day June 4th, the Sheriff’s Emergency 
Operations Center activated the emer- 
gency alert sirens with voice broadcasts 
declaring a “mandatory evacuation” of an 
area from the coastline to 1.5 miles East 
of US 19. That is a distance of 10 miles 
from the Gulf. 


The nuclear power plant right on 
the coast was battening down the hatches, 
though the reactor was down for refuel- 
ing operations. However, there were coal 
and petroleum fired power plants on the 
same premises which could be affected. 


Boy, was that scary! K4LDR and 
bride, KE4CXI, who recently became 
residents of Citrus, almost collided as we 
hot-footed it to the National Weather Ser- 


vice VHF radio that broadcasts the hurri- 
cane updates. We also wanted to have a 
listen to the 146.955 MHz Sky High ARC 
repeater located on high ground at 
Lecanto, K4LDR and KE4CXI were 
within the evacuation area. Shortly, 
KD4FG, the Citrus EC issued the decla- 
ration that this was not a drill and started 
rounding up amateurs to staff the com- 
munications at two shelters and the 
Sheriff's Department Emergency Opera- 
tions Center (EOC) bunker at Lecanto, 
on the high ground. Margaret, KE4CXI1, 


-by Peter J.F. Shaw, K4DLR 

Asst. EC, Citrus Co. 
started gathering the essentials of food 
and water, valuables, insurance docu- 
ments, pet supplies for two LARGE 
doggies and four kitties while K4LDR 


gathered VHF/UHF radios and emer- 


gency traffic handling supplies while 
keeping track of the evacuation situation. 


The EC deployed amateurs to the 
shelter sites and residents began arriv- 
ing. While he was doing all this VHF 
work, the EC was also monitoring the HF 
3950 North Florida ARES net. Red Cross 
and additional agencies swung into ac- 
tion and police officers began knocking 
on doors to purvey the warnings. 


Well, Hurricane Allison never 
struck Citrus County. She proceeded on 
a true path North to Apalachicola and by- 
passed Citrus County. 


All is well in Citrus County, right? 
Wrong! 


On Monday, just as the ARES/ 
RACES, Red Cross, and EOC personnel 
were about to stand-down, the tidal surge 
came. The shelters were to remain open. 
True, it wasn’t as awful as the “noname” 
storm in ’93 but some houses and roads 
were flooded and residents in the shel- 
ters could not return to their homes. Dur- 
ing the next few hours arrangements were 
made for these relatively few shelter oc- 
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ARRL supports changes 


The ARRL has filed comments on FCC WT Docket 95-57, a notice of 
proposed rule making on five items of importance to amateurs. These items, 
described in detail in page 82 of July 1995 QST, are: 

1. A lifetime amateur operator license, originally proposed by the League 
in a petition filed January 6, 1994. The ARRL said in its comments that it 
believes a “relatively substantial” number of amateurs would benefit from such a 


lifetime license. However, the League said that the Commission’s proposal is not 


quite what the 1994 petition requested, but, rather, that former licensees be given 
credit for examinations passed in the past. This would create an unnecessary 
burden for volunteer examiners, the League said, and would assign to them a 
function contrary to the Communications Act. 

2. On April 4, 1994, the League petitioned the FCC to change the number 
of bona fide members necessary to constitute an Amateur Radio club from two to 
four, for the purpose of applying for a club station license. The FCC has recently 
resumed issuing of club station licenses after a 15-year hiatus, and the League 
said that since the FCC no longer requires the filing of organizational documents 
from clubs, that increasing the required number of members to four (as the FCC 
has proposed in WT 95-57) is more important than ever. 

3. The League strongly opposed the creation of a “session manager” for 
volunteer examiner test sessions, as proposed by the FCC based on a petition by 
the Rules Committee of the National Conference of Volunteer Examiner Coordi- 
nators. The League said, among several arguments, that there is no reason why 
the (required) three VEs should not be held jointly responsible for the proper 
conduct of an examination, and said that the FCC’s plan would undermine the 
integrity, both perceived and actual, of the VE program. 

4, The League supported a proposal that the FCC issue special one-by-one 
call signs for certain special event stations. 

5. The League also supported allowing portable indicators to be sent be- 
fore, after, or both before and after the station call sign, as the operator chooses. 

-ARRL Internet 
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LOOKING TO BUY A NEW | 


ICOM 


AMATEUR RADIO ? 


BUT YOU JUST DON'T HAVE ENOUGH TO MAKE 
THE PURCHASE NOW. LOOK AROUND YOUR HAM 
SHACK FOR ANY GEAR THAT IS GATHERING DUST, 
TEST IT MAKE SURE IT'S WORKING. THEN CLEAN IT 
UP, MAKE IT SHINE AND PUT IT ON OUR 
CONSIGNMENT SHELF. INCLUDE ALL MANUALS , 
CABLES AND ACCESSORIES. 


TRANSCEIVERS - RECEIVERS - TUNERS - METERS 


TURN YOUR OLD EQUIPMENT INTO 
CASH |! 


STOP IN, BROWSE AND HAVE A FREE CUP OF FRESH BREWED COFFEE 


Mike's Electronics 


lOO] NW Se Street 

Ft Lauderdale, FL 33309 
(305)49I-71IO voice 
(305) 4SI-7Oll fax 


I-800-427-3066 > 
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FLORIDA PHONE NETS 


From Larry, KE4ESV FAST Net 
Manager: Hi everyone. June was a fairly 
good month for the FAST net and all its 
members. Propagation for the most part 
was good, and with a little help from our 
neighbors on 3941 khz, passing traffic 
was enjoyable indeed. Hopefully July will 
be a pleasant month as well. 

As we write this, we already have 
our third named storm of the hurricane 
season! Please check and maintain your 
preparedness, continue with the efficient 
running of our net, and be mindful of 
conditions that may call us into 24 hour 
operation. We are fortunate to have rep- 
resentatives from the entire state in the 
FAST net, and it is encouraging to have 
amateur capability no matter where the 
need may be. 

There are many of us who are able 
to check into the net most of the time, 
and I would like to acknowledge them in 
this issue. KC4ZHN, K4SCL, KB4OLY, 
WX4J, AA4CH, AA4HT, NIKPT, 
K4UTY, WA4EIC, KA4FZI, and 
KA2YZM all help to make the FAST net 
as enjoyable and efficient as it is. Thank 
you all and one for your dedication and 
support. 

Amateur radio has suffered it’s 
losses in recent weeks, and it is with re- 
gret that we mourn also the passing of 
Doc, W4SME. I did not know Doc well, 
but from the little contact I had with him, 
it is not at all hard to believe that he was 
as capable an operator and leader as he is 
remembered as. Please observe a moment 
of silence for Doc, as we enjoy amateur 
radio in the manner that he helped to de- 


Finish as a 
WINNER at 


Larry McDermott (KE4ESV), Editor 


velop. : The FAST net meets daily at 6PM 
and 1:30PM Eastern time, on or about 
3940 khz, and all are always welcome, to 
pass traffic into, out of, and within the 
state of Florida. On behalf of the FAST 
net and all its members, as we keep an 
eye on the clouds, this is Larry, KE4ESV, 
bidding everyone 73 and 88.. 

From Rich, KC4ZHN FMTN Net 
Manager: Well we made it through an- 
other horrendous month. With great dif- 
ficulty we managed to pass our share of 
the traffic, thanks to the persistence of 


our operators who rise up to the chal-. 


lenges of QRM and QRN which have 
been excessive recently. We many have 
had a day or two when everyone could 
hear everyone else but they were the ex- 
ceptions. It was mostly a struggle but it’s 
very satisfying when the job gets done. 
Many thanks to Rich, KA2YZM for his 
help; he runs the early bird very profi- 
ciently and often. This is a very consis- 
tent net and it does fit into the National 
Traffic System very well thanks to the 
efforts of our stalwart members. I, for one, 
wish to thank them all for the effort they 
put forth in order to make sure that the 
traffic moves. 

We would welcome any and all 
newcomers to check in and join the fun. 
We can always use stations to relay traf- 
fic when conditions are not good. These 
conditions seem to occur most of the time 
lately. Check in and let us welcome you 
into the world of traffic handling. 73, this 
is Russ, KC4ZHN, Net Manager, FMTN. 

From Bob, KC4ZHF, SEFTN 
Asst. Net Manager: June has come and 


SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATION 
Amateur/Commercial 
Radios - Antennas - Towers 
ALL MAKES 


14918 N. Florida Ave., Tampa, FL 33613 
(813) 960-8023, Orders (800) 886-8023, 
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FAX (813) 985-5137 


gone with the season’s first hurricane and 
lots and lots of rain. Field day, however, 
in South Florida, went very well weather 
wise. About five minutes of a sprinkle was 
all we got. SEFTN was held from the 
Field Day site on Saturday June 24th. — 
Statistically, SEFTN did quite well 
again with 1092 stations checking into 
the net, 416 formal messages handled and 
1728 minutes of net time over 30 con- 
secutive days of operation. 
This is the 92nd consecutive month 
with 100% participation for June were: 
W4/PZ1BK, KD4HGU, KD4JMV, 
WA9VND, KB4WBY, KA2ZYM and 
KC4ZHF. Your continued support is ap- 
preciated. 
Tuesday evening Traffic Tips con- 
tinues to persevere with excellent presen- 
tations. We are a training net, so check 
in, listen and learn. Many thanks to those 
that contribute. 
The Southeast Florida Traffic Net 
- “Traffic Handler’s Guide” has been up- 
dated and is now available. It is now some 
90 pages of informational test to guide 
the newcomer through every phase of traf- 
fic handling. It is an excellent reference 
source for the experienced traffic handler. 
Contact KC4ZHF for additional informa- 
tion. KC4ZHF @ 
KD4GR.4#SUNFL.FL.USA.NA 
SEFTN meets daily at 6 PM, local 
time, on the 146.19/79 MHz. Repeater in 
the Dade, Broward, Palm Beach area. All- 
are welcome. 
73/88 de Bob KC4ZHF, Asst. Ne 


Mgr. 


ARRL Briefs 


* If you are anxiously awaiting a 
brand new (first) call sign, you may call 
ARRL at 800-326-3942, between 8 AM 
and 4 PM Eastern Time, to easily and. 
quickly find out the status of your license. 
Please wait at least seven days after your 
exam before calling. 


* The new ARRL North American 
Repeater Atlas is out and features repeater 
maps for every US state, Canadian proy- 
ince, Mexico, Central America, and the 
Caribbean! (Dealers have it, or it’s avail- 
able direct from ARRL HQ). 


QFNS Reported by Laura, 
WAOYVND Statistics for June: QNI 217, 
QTC 96, and QNS 503. This report will 
be my swan song as of July Ist. Gary, 
KE4DNO of Lake Helen will be the newly 
appointed manager of QFNS. I know he 
will be a success with the support of the 
great team of this net. They have helped 
me a lot for the last two years. 


A big hug and kiss to WC4D, 
KC4FL, KD4GR, WB4HRG, N4IWO, 
WA4PFK (SK), KC4ZHF, and KC4ZHN 


for their diligence as NCS. They were all - 


an excellent back up team and helped me 
a lot. Good wishes and God bless to all. 
As for me, I will sit back and check the 
results of my efforts. Good luck and 88. 
Laura. 


QEN Reported by Chet, AB4XK: 
Band conditions are typical for the sum- 
mer season, with all the noise and QRN, 
but maybe it won’t get as bad as last year. 
Overall, it has been a good year with the 
exception of losing our Section Manager, 
Dick Hill, WA4PFK who became a silent 
key. We have added some new names and 
calls to the roster but we still need more 
checkins and we need to fill a couple of 
slots so the same people don’t have to 
double and triple duty. 


My year is up and we have a new 
Net Manager. Morton Goldweber, WX4H 
is QRN Manager for the coming year. 


Let’s all help make his job easier by 


checking in often, taking traffic and vol- 
unteering when needed. I appreciate all 
the help and support you gave me during 
the past year and hope you will now give 
your support to WX4H. 73 from Chet, 
AB4XK outgoing net manager. 


FMSTN Reported by Russ, 
KC4ZHN: Can’t belive that another 
month has gone by and it is again time to 
get a few lines together for our favorite 
Florida Skip publication. 


While this has been a compara- 
tively slow month traffic wise we man- 
aged to pass 105 pieces of traffic under 
some very trying conditions and it you 
have been on the air recently, you know 
of which we write. Our stalwart veterans 
have weathered the storm with the ex- 
ception of WX4H who has not been able 
to make himself heard through all of the 
QRN and QRM. Ditto for John, KC4FL. 


- I tried 40 meters but conditions there have 


been about as poor as 80. I did hear a few 
Cuban stations on 7061 calling CQ but 
nothing in our area. 


N4LAO, Harry gets in some of the 
time and we haven’t heard much from 
WI1KAM. Guess we will have to struggle 
along until the sun spot cycle does some- 
thing favorable for us. All in all, it is a 
pleasant and challenging chore and we 
do pass traffic which is what it is all about. 
Hope Ed, K4]A enjoyed his vacation. We 
missed him but is was pleasant to hear 
Chet, AB4XK, former Net Manager of 
QFN, stepping in and lending a helping 
hand. Thanks Chet. If you get the urge to 
try your fist on CW, give us a call any 
afternoon at 5:30 on 3.561 MHz. If you 
don’t find us there, we will be on 40 
meters at about 7.061 MHz and we will 
welcome you with open arms, Hi, Hi. No 
kidding, it can be a lot of fun and we re- 


ally need some new ops to help in areas: 


where it is tough to deliver traffic. 


FLORIDA CW NETS Ed Roller (K4IA), Editor 


I hope that Art, KO4DR has some 
relief from his personal problems and can 
again resume his fine job as net rep for 
us. Our prayers are with you Art. This is 
KC4ZHN, Russ in Hollywood signing off. 
See you again next month. 73/88. 


Gator Net Reported by Dan, 
W4DL: Chris, N4EKC is off to China 
August 18 to his old WW2 base to help 
China celebrate VJ Day. George K4JI had 
a laser operation on his shoulder an goes 
back to the doctor in two weeks. Mae, 
W3CUL lost a battle with a flower box. 
She will have bandages and bruises for 
awhile. Andy, W4IYT videoed the Mi- 
ami Springs Fourth of July parade and it 
will be coming up on CH 18. Andy is also 
testing a new rig. Dick, N2AOX says they 
decided to hold off on his operation at 
Emory because of his age (81). Charlie, 
WA4EYU says same old thing...jog, 
YMCA and loafing. He’s waiting for the 
Jacksonville Hamfest. The net welcomes 
recent check-ins KA4FZI, KM4G, 
WX4H and AA4HT. Dan, W4DL is ar- 
ranging four trips but will wait until 1996 
for Georgia, Florida and Alabama visits. 
73. Dan, W4DL. 


Note from Ed: Because of severe 
lightning damage, K4IA presently has a 
greatly reduced traffic handling ability on 
4RN and RNS. Hopefully this situation 
will be corrected soon but it brings the 
realization that large antennas make the 
station. Apparently low dipoles or in- 
verted vees do well enough for a few hun- 
dred miles with 100 watts, yet cannot re- 
liably move regional traffic. Until the sta- 
tion is repaired, the production will suf- 
fer. 73, Ed. 


| Port St. Lucie will hold Second Hamfest : 


| The Port St. Lucie Amateur Radio 

(Association will hold their second 

pamfest on October 28, 1995. The ARRL 
anctioned event is expected to attract 

ber 1000 interested from the surround- 
ng areas. 

hd 


The Port St. Lucie ARA came intd 
existence in January 1994. It is located 
in a city of 70,000 people and in a sho 
period of time, has a membership of 10 
members and growing. so says Bruc 
Buckey, KD4HQJ. 


New Port Richey 


Sunday Only Hamfest 

The New Port Richey Hamfest will 
be held Sunday September 24, 1995 at 
the New Port Richey Recreation Center, 
6630 Van Buren. 

Talk-in is on 145.35/147.150 and 
for further info call Ron, N9EE at (813) 
376-6575 
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Top Twenty Trafficers - June 1995 
-by AA4HT and WX4J 


Station 


= 


WX4H 


W3VR 


N4SS 


NR2F 


Co ON An a & SH WN 


po 
i] 


Traffic Hounds - *** 1995 
-by Kevin Bunin, WV5Z STM SFL 


NFPN 1123 
QFN 704 
SEFTN 1092 
SVIN. 771 
FPIN 1323 
GN 195 
FMTN 430 
NFAN 1221 
TPIN 566 
FAST 508 
EPAN 40 

QFNS 217 
FMSN 208 
SWFIN 392 
FPON 211 
PBIN 800 
VTEN 180° 
SPARC 509 
GARSN 190 
PBEN 155 
DEN 

SFAN 66 

BECPN_ 185 
AIN 56 

ENMC 44 

LCATT 563 
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W3CUL 


K4SCL 


WASVND 


AA4HT 


WA4NDA 
KB4WBY 


38.7 
117 
36.4 
26.6 
44.1 

6.5 
14.3 
48.8 
18.9 

8.5 

5 


79 


6.9 


Total 


3260 
2229 
1051 
990 
718 
646 
646 
537 
402 
386 


QNI Avg. QTC Avg. 


21 
587 


is 
98 


416 13.9 


179 
256 


6.2 
8.5 


407 13.6 


250 
231 
200 
183 

50 


8.3 
2 
6.7 
OE 
19 
3.2 
35 
‘2 
2.4 
1 
0.7 


Station 
KA2YZM 
KE4DNO 
AB4XK 
W4DL 
WA4PUP 
N4RHJ 
KC4ZHF 
KS4DW 
WV5Z 
KC4ZHN 


Mgr. 
KQ4YD 
AB4XK 
KD4GR 

KD4WDB 
WN4IV 

W4DL 
KC4ZHN 
WA4NDA 
WX4J 
KE4ESV 
AD4BL 
WA9VND 
KC4ZHN 
K4FQU 

WB4GCK 

KD4CGQ 

KE4DNO 
N4ZMQ 
KQ4YD 


KD4CGQ 


N4LTT 
KD4GR 
KA2ZYM 
WA4ATF 
KE4UEI 
AC4MJ 
AVG 


Total 
349° 


318 
260 


196 
195 


QTC/QNI 


BBS NTS PERSONAL BULLETINS TOTAL MESSAGES 
0 409 6883 7292 
0 1073 7030 8103 (TPAIFL) 
0 445 6065 6510 
7 623 6277 6907 
0 75 851 926 
23 930 4360 5313 
4 326 5004 5334 
9 663 4487 5159 
5 1269 1534 2808 
1835 2055 
-NO REPORT- 
257 26 705 4529 5260 
-NO REPORT- 
-NO REPORT- 
0 219 4322 4541 
) -NO REPORT- . 
236 8 437 6168 6613 
1 443 4577 5021 
-NO REPORT- 
-NO REPORT- 
6 1347 2410 3763 
31 1802 4570 6403 
-NO REPORT- 
176 11 1051 3690 4752 
230 4801 5870 10901 
10 373 4610 4993 
W40T 2 177 3416 3595 
W8DUV 22 1645 6393 8080 
WA2LKI 27 2307 6708 9042 
WB2WPA 8 298 3729 4035 
WB4MOZ 3 660 4443 5106 
WB4TEM __28 886 4511 5423 
0.19 |M|WD4NKZ 10 628 6440 7078 
WDS8IBY -NO REPORT- 
0.83 
0.38 || NTS TOTAL: 472 


South Florida BBS Totals - June, 1995 
Compiled by Bill Britton, KB4VOL 


0.23 
0.19 
2.09 
0.58 
0.19 
0.35 
0.36 
1.25 


What happened, Spring Fever or a Summer Slump? Many 
didn’t report this month. C’mon folks, these totals are impor- 
tant! 

If you have any questions, or need the software utilities to 
generate your BBS report, drop me a note with your name, 
address and size floppy needed. There’s no charge. The utilities 
work with all types of bbs software except TCP/IP (NOS.) 
Remember, North Florida BBS’s should send their reports to 
N4GMU @ N4GMU. South Florida BBS’s to. KB4VOL @ 

KB4VOL. Reports MUST be sent on the Ist covering BBS . 


0.44 activity for the previous month. Please participate! 
0.5 73... Bill, KB4VOL @ KB4VOL, ARRL Packet Manager South 

Florida. 

0.13 

0.35 

0.03 

0.11 : 

0.06 FCC Briefs 


* FCC staff noted that in the year since the last NCVEC 
meeting actions affecting amateur licensing included: The 
implementation of electronic filing; License processing delays 
have been greatly reduced or eliminated; Licenses are now 
granted based on data appearing in the FCC data base; License 
data is available to the public; Reorganization of Section 97.509 
and a new Section 97.511 (examinee conduct); “Tech Plus” 
was designated a license class; The introduction of WT 95-57. 

* In answer to a question, the FCC said that “disability 
exemption” applications are not reviewed as a matter of course 
by the Commission, since there is no requirement that the FCC 


Florida HF Nets, Abbreviations, 
Frequencies and Times 


NET ABBREVIATION AND NAME 
FPTN Fla. Phone Tfc Net 

AIN ARRL Information Net 

Fla. Trader’s Net 

Waterway Net 

SFAN South Fla. ARES Net 
Buckaroo Tfc Net 

SOUTHCARS 

GN Gator Net 

NFAN North Fla. ARES Net 

Swap Net 

Swap Net 

FMTN Fla. Midday Tfc Net 
FSARA Fla. Shrine Am Radio Ass’n 
QCWA Qrtr Cent. Wireless Ass’n 
FPON Fla. Public Opns Net 

TPTN Tropical Phone Tfc Net 
FMSN Fla. Medium Speed Tfc Net 
FAST/E South Fla. Tic Net (Early 
NFPN North Fla. Phone Net 
Martin County Ragchew Net 
QFN/E All Fla. CW Tfc Net (Early) 
Sailfish Net - West Palm Beach 
Manatee County ARES Net 
Pinellas County ARES Net 
Mosquito Net - Orlando Chapter 
Titusville Mosquito Net 

Swap Net 

Candy’s Swap Net 

QFNS All Fla. Slow CW Tfc Net 
Wacky Wingdinger Net (NE Fl) 
So. Brevard Tech & Ragchew Net 
ENTIN Everglades Novice/Tech Net 
QFN/L All Fla. CW Tfc Net (Late) 
FAST/L South Fla. Tfc Net (Late) 


FREQ 
3940 
3940 
3945 
7268 
3940 
7248 
7251 
3651/7061 
3950 
7275 
7251 
7247.5 
7236 +/-QRM 
14347 
3908 
3940/7243 
3651/7061 
3940 
3950 
3985 
3651/7061 
28425 
28450 
28450 
28333 
28333 
3898 
3945 
3715 
28390 
29200 
28375 
3651 
3940 


0800 (TUES) 
0800 

0830 

0900 (EXC SUN) 
0900 (SUN) 
1000 (WED) 
1145 

1330 (SUN) 


1900 (TUES) 
1900 (TUES) 
1900 (WED) 
1930 (MON /FRI) 


PLEASE SENT CORRECTIONS OR ADDITIONS TO: 
Bill Britton, KB4VOL 
8703 S.E. Jardin St. 
Hobe Sound, FL 33455 
By Packet: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL 


do so. The FCC relies on supporting paperwork filed with re- 
quests for such exemptions. 

* Regarding whether VECs must charge for Novice li- 
cense exams, Johnston said no argument has been presented 
that the ARRL policy of not charging for such exams is wrong 
in any way. 

. * In response to difficulties in accessing the FCC data- 
base due to its size, the FCC said it would look into breaking 
up the database into smaller pieces, probably by USPS Zip Code, 
so that it could be more easily downloaded from the Internet. * 
The FCC said it expects to begin issuing renewal notices in 
September for licenses which will expire in December. (The 
ARRL currently provides that service to its members free of 
charge). 


King elected President 


John King, KE4KAH, Indian River County Emergency 
Management Coordinator was elected President of the Florida 
Emergency Preparedness Association. 


John was elected by majority vote at the recent Governor’s 
Hurricane Conference held in Tampa and will serve a one-year 
term beginning in October. FEPA is a state association of local 
emergency preparedness associations. 


John is a member of the Vero Beach Amateur Radio Club. 


-Thanx to Tales of the Treasure Coast, VBARC 


Olympics traffic pact 


The US has signed temporary Amateur Radio third-party 
traffic agreements with the governments of Germany and 
Greece, for the duration of the Special Olympics, being held 
July 1 to 9 in New Haven, Connecticut. 

The agreements, written according to paragraph 2734 of 
the International Telecommunication Union Radio Regulations, 
permit the traffic with the following stipulations: 

1. No compensation may be directly or indirectly paid 
for such messages or communication. 

2. Such communication shall be limited to conversa- 
tions or messages of a technical or personal nature for which, 
by reason of their unimportance, recourse to the public tele- 
communication service is not justified. 

3. The Amateur Radio stations taking part in the com- 
munication shall at all times be controlled by licensed Ama- 
teur Radio operators. 

Peter Vekinis, KC1QF, who is based in Brussels, was 
helpful in bringing about these special agreements. 

- ARRL Internet 


Grown Euginccring Vue. 
5501 S.W. 25th Court - Hollywood, Florida 


Custom Metal Fabrication 
Amateur & Commercial 


Telephone 
305-989-4658 


H.B. Fraser 
President 


KA4VXL 
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QCWA NEWS Eli Nannis (K4JMH), Editor 


I would like to 

, — have more chapters re- 
LX __. porting in each month. 

I know that many of our 
Florida Chapters have informal meetings 
all summer, but let us know what your 
summer activities are. Maybe we can get 
some ideas for holding summer meetings. 
Both the Gator and Pelican chapters meet 
all summer long and also have interest- 
ing programs. Keep the chapter interest 


up. 
Pelican Chapter 


Twenty three members and guests 
attended our June monthly meeting. 
There were 10 pins placed on the chapter 
banner. Those who were memorialized 
were: WA2YQU, Irwin Meyers; K4MB, 
H.E. Barnard; W4GQ, Dave Davis; 
K4QZ, Reg Iversen; W4BV, Buck Lewis; 
K4NE, Lewis Sieck; W1PP, Roger Sykes; 
N4SG, Sid Gray; K4EUK, Frank Ziegler; 
K4CN, Ed Hollis; N4AQU, Jack Siedel 
and W4CZS, Jack Whitley. 


Following lunch, VP Alan, KJ9N 
presented our program by Laurel Swim, 
the Manager of the Clearwater License 
Tag Office. She gave a very good program 
on the special license tags that are avail- 
able in Florida. There are over 100 spe- 
cial tags in Florida. 


The Pelican chapter is going to try 


to obtain a club callsign. Reported by Jay . 


Strom, K9BSL. 
Miami Chapter 12 


The following members received 
National QCWA certificates and they 
were: W4TYT 55, W4SQG 55, KE4XK 
60, W4UAA 60, KB4Q1 60, WB4JHI 60, 


W4LLM 60, K4HVI 60 and W4RSG 55. 
Our chapter meets 12 times a year on the 
third Saturday noon at Her-BETS, 3900 
NW 79 Ave. All QCWA ers are welcome. 
Reported by W4IYT. 


Gator Chapter 


We meet all year ‘round on the first 
Saturday of each month. Our attendance 
has been excellent. At our May meeting, 
the attendance was 32 members and 
guests. There are many birthdays and 
wedding anniversaries for our members 


excellently kept track of by our secretary. © 


We were glad to see Dot and Lou Weber, 
K4HWS at the meeting and looking quite 
well. Lou has been a member of our chap- 
ter for many years. 


The program was a talk and slide 
presentation by Stephanie Thoresen, Se- 
nior Public Information Specialist for 
Pinellas County. She told us about the 
upcoming Hurricane Expo to be held in 
St. Petersburg on May 27. 


We were reminded that it was 55 
years ago on June Ist at St. Petersburg 
Sunken Gardens, that Wes and Blanche 
Randles were married. We were advised 
that the QCWA Journal’s new Editor is 
Barry Wiseman, N6CSW. Also, Wes 
Randles, W4COW, the National Trea- 
surer, will not run for re-election. 

Our member, Janice Lentz, K4IJK 
captured top place for Chapter 32 in the 
recent QCWA QSO Phone Party held in 
March. Another Gator Lady, Blanche 
Randles, W4GXZ made a great score. The 
Gator chapter meets the first Saturday of 
each month at Stacey’s Buffet in 
Clearwater. All members and guests are 
welcome. Reported by Bart Bridge, 
W2ZYQ. 


Silent Keys 

We regret to report the passing 
of the following Florida Amateur Ra- 
dio Operators. Please notify FLORIDA 
SKIP of any silent keys in your area. 


W4SME - W.R.”Doc” Staples, 
Jacksonville 

K4GQB - James T. Bradley, 
Venice 

WD4HPJ - Charles J. 
Zimmerman, Port Charlotte 

WD4IZD - Martin M. New- 
comer. Miami 

AA4JO - Walter L. Shea, St. Pe- 
tersburg 

KK4LE - Wendell Bauer, Dade 


City 


N4OCR - Harry P. Goodwin, 
Pensacola 

KE4PW - Codie M. Thomas, 
Jacksonville 

KD4T - Robert E. Borkoski, 
Chuluota 

N8SAR - Sharon K. Douglas, 
Cape Coral 

WAIKEZ - Harold Hooten, 
West Melbourne 

W2BND - Ben Braunstein, 
Royal Palm Beach 

N4BOA - Walter F. Johnston, 
Winter Park 

AA4MF - Harold H. Grigsby, 
Largo 

WA4VKN - Harry J. Senefeld, 
Key Largo 


QUARTER CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION, INC. 


Licensed at least 25 years ago ? 
And licensed now ? 

Then you should belong to the ~ 
Quarter Century Wireless Association 
For information write : 

159 E. 16th Ave 
Eugene, OR 97401-4017 
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KNIGHTS of the Kilocyele Don Browne, KQ4YM, Editor Schoenbohm 


Knights from the Past 
make the Sunday Net. 


The Knights of the Kilocycle is 
amateur radio’s oldest net, organized 
on Christmas Day, 1929, and not in the 
66th year of operation. The Knights 


meet every Sunday morning at 7:30 on: 


3910 Kilocycles. A membership cer- 
tificate is earned after five consecutive 
weekly check-ins. 


Master Oscillator, Charlie 
Stevens, K8RIF Lakeland has been 
doing an excellent job running the net 
each Sunday morning. Charlie recently 
received a ten-year pin for his volun- 
teer work at the annual Sun ‘N Fun 
Fly-in at Lakeland. 


Ernie, KA4BTQ is recovering 
well from his fall in May. Many of the 
Knights received a card from him. We 
all hope to hear him on the net soon. 


Stan, W4JKK of Sebastian cel- 
ebrated his 79th birthday in July and 
visited his grandchildren in St. Pete. 
He’s expecting his son and three 
grandkids to come for a visit from Lake 
Tahoe this month. Stan has still not 
caught any fish in that lake behind his 
house, although he reports that a neigh- 
bor caught a nice bass. 


Charlie, W1PB, Zephyerhills is 
the net’s oldest regular checkin. 
Charlie was born in January, 1909 and 
regularly calls in on his QRP rig even 
during recent bad band conditions. He 
comes in with a good signal week af- 
ter week. Charlie has a unique QSL 
card and I encourage all to make a con- 
tact with him and receive his card. 


Bob, WA4SLF of Istachatta and 


‘cillator, 


his XYL celebrated their 57th wedding 
anniversary in July. Congratulations! 


Tom, W2MRJ of Bellview cel- 
ebrated his 81st birthday in July. Tom is 
a former air traffic controller and flight 
instructor. 


Other recent checkins include 
WB4QPW, Gil of Merritt Island, a mem- 
ber since 1969 and a former Master Os- 
and W4OVE, Vance of 
Gibsonton, a member since 1950. It was 
certainly good to hear from Gil and 
Vance.. We hope more old time members 
will check in. 


I recently moved from the big city 
to the small town and managed to get my 
80 meter wire up in a matter of days, so I 
didn’t have to.miss keeping up with the 
Sunday net. I got to wear my official 
Florida Skip “uniform” for the first time 
while checking out the City of Labelle’s 


_ 4th of July celebration. They had their 


yearly raft race across the river, and coun- 
try music performers at the bandstand. I 
took my camera along but didn’t plan on 
the difficulty of finding film on a holiday 
in a small town! So, no photos that day! 


The only ham activity observed was 
seventeen-year old John, KC4WEI who 
lives on a catamaran sailboat on the river 
with-his parents. John operates 2-meters 
and 40-meters aboard his boat. John gave 
me a tour of his boat and his radio shack. 
I was highly impressed with this knowl- 
edgeable youth. 


We encourage new check-ins each 
Sunday morning to ham radio’s oldest 
net. Join us and chat a while about the 
goings-on in your area. Please join us any 
Sunday at 7:30 AM. Until next month, 
1S 
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Expands Wrath of 
FCC 


The admistrative law judge han- 
dling the application for renewal of the 
Amateur Extra Class license of Herbert 
L. Schoenbohm, KV4FZ, has granted a 
request by the Wireless Telecommunica- 
tions Bureau of the FCC to expand “is- 
sues” brought by the bureau. The FCC 
initially ordered Schoenbohm to show 
cause why his amateur license should be 
renewed in light of his conviction of vio- 
lating laws not related to Amateur Radio 
(unauthorized use of long-distance tele- 
phone access codes). 

Judge Edward Luton said in an or- 
der June 7, 1995, that “It appears that 
during amateur radio communications 
made by him on April 3, 1995, 
Schoenbohm stated that while he is not 
permitted to make any requests for “po- 
litical intervention’ in this matter, other 
people could make such requests on his 
behalf. He then provided the name, ad- 
dress and telephone number of Congress- 
man Victor Frazer. In this restricted pro- 
ceeding Schoenbohm’s actions may have 
violated the Commissions rules regard- 
ing ex parte presentations. Appropriate 
issues will be specified.” 

The judge granted the Wireless 
Telecommunications Bureaus’ motion to 
consider whether Schoenbohm violated 
FCC rules by: 

1. “soliciting others to make © 
a presentation that he was prohibited from 
making”; and, if so, 

2. “to determine the effect of 
such a violation on his qualifications to 
renew his amateur service licenses,” and 

3. “to determine, in light of 
the foregoing issues, whether granting ... 
Schoenbohm’ application would serve the 
public interest, convenience and neces- 
Sity.” 

- ARRL Internet 


DIGITAL DITHERINGS Joe Burnham, WD4KAV 


Another Florida Skip, another 
Digital Ditherings column for you to pon- 
der. As promised, this time we’ll start 
our investigation of the Lan-Link soft- 
ware by Joe Kasser, W3/ G3ZCZ. Lan- 
Link is “shareware” like all software re- 
viewed here. This means you are free to 
use it and evaluate, and THEN decide if 
it’s worth the $45.00 registration fee. 
Registration brings you information on 
how to disable the reminders to register 
that you see at program start-up and end. 
More importantly, you will receive the 
next upgrade on disk direct from the au- 
thor. You will also be flagged as a regis- 
tered user on the authors landline BBS, 
where you will be able to download fu- 
ture “beta test” versions and new releases 
as well. 

Lan-Link was one of the first pro- 
grams designed for multi-mode TNC’s. 
Though it may not be the most intuitive 

‘program, especially for a new packeteer, 
there is PLENTY (some say TOO 
MUCH) documentation to help you out. 
Once you get the hang of things, you’ll 
find yourself changing mode and running 
scripts with the press of a key. I’ve been 
a user of Lan-Link for about 5 years, and 
can say from personal experience that it 
does things that NO other multi-mode 
controller software can do. We’ll delve 
into the specifics of installing Lan-Link 
in future columns, but for now, let’s take 
a quick look at what this software has to 
offer. Lan-Link will work with most of 
the more popular TNC’s. If your TNC is 


- amulti-mode unit, you'll really enjoy the 


Need a Manual? - 


Good News 


-by Pickett Cummins, AD4S 

Most amateurs that have obtained 
older equipment without proper docu- 
_ Inentation have heard of HI Manuals of 
_ Council Bluffs Iowa. This company does 
not even have a telephone number listed 
under the company’s name. 

There is now quality competition 


in the old manual business. W7FG Vin- 


tage Manuals was founded in 1992 and 
their inventory, presentation and quality 
service is a dramatic change to what hams 


ease with which you can operate non- 
packet modes when using Lan-Link. If 
you’re stuck with a “packet-only” TNC, 
don’t think that Lan-Link is not for you. 
Like many other sophisticated programs, 
Lan-Link gives you the ability to auto- 
mate many of the routine packet chores, 
and will even snatch your mail from your 
local BBS, if you desire. As you may have 
guessed at this point, Lan-Link is *NOT* 
multi-mode SOFTWARE...but software 
designed to work with your multi-mode 
TNC. This means that if your TNC can’t 
“do” AMTOR or PACTOR, then you 
won't be able to operate those modes with 
Lan-Link. Lan-Link can be used with the 
following TNC’s: TNC1, TNC2, PK232, 
MFJ1270, KAM, KPC (KPC-2, KPC-3), 
PK88, PK900, and DSP232. 
What can Lan-Link do? 

It can: 

* Connect to any station via a path 
you define, *including* the use of 
NODES and DIGIPEATERS in the path. 

* AUTOMATICALLY detect when 
there is mail for you on your home BBS, 
connect to the BBS, get the mail, and any 
bulletins on topics you’ve selected, then 
save them to disk for you to read and re- 
ply to later. 

* AUTOMATICALLY connect to 
a Packet Cluster (tm) and get the latest 
DX and WWV info (and save it to disk). 
74% WWY info (and save it to disk). 

* AUTOMATICALLY connect to 
a TNC ina space shuttle, or on MIR, ex- 
change information, and save everything 
in a file. 


had to put up with in the past. W7FG has 
almost all of the Heath, Hammarlund, 
Drake, Swan, Johnson, Collins, and 
Hallicrafters manuals for amateur radio 
equipment. They also have many of the 
Dentron, Central Electronics, Gonset, 
B&W, Eico, National, WRL, Regency, 
RME and Tempo manuals. 

In addition to these older pieces of 
equipment, manuals are available for 
most Kenwood, Icom, Alinco and Yaesu 
rigs. Their inventory includes manuals for 
antennas, test equipment, scanners and 
many military communications compo- 
nents. 


* AUTOMATICALLY updates a 
BUILT IN log of all your contacts, with 
separate logs for mode and band, if de- 
sired. 

* AUTOMATES much of the te- 
dium of AMTOR or PACTOR 
communications...making it easy to “turn 
over’ a link, insert the other station’s call 
in the QSO, etc. 

* Lets you leave messages for 
packet friends on your system, which they 
see when they connect. They can write 
messages for you (and others) if desired. 

There are many more features, and 
we'll look at some of them over the next 
several columns. As usual, I will be happy 
to provide you with a copy of Lan-Link if 
you send me a 3.5 inch disk in a mailer 
with return postage and address label in- 
cluded. PLEASE put a note in the mailer 
telling me what you want me to send you. 

Feel free to write me (at my address 
inside the front page of Florida Skip, or 
via the Internet address below) if you have 
lengthy questions or problems with any 
software mentioned in “Digital 
Ditherings”. Ill do my best to help you 
out. If you’ve got insights into any of the 
software we’ve talked about, please pass 
them on so that they can be shared with 
others. Of course, you can direct short 
questions/comments to me at my packet 
address too... 

Hope to “see” ya next time! 

732.250€ 

Packet address: 
WD4KAV@ WA2ANQ.#STU.FL.USA 
Internet address: 
kavman@gate.net 


The copy process is absolutely first 
class and in the case of one manual that I 
ordered, I actually got the original manual 
itself. The manuals are all bound with a 
W7FG cover showing the manufacturer 
and model number. The prices are quite 
reasonable and a catalog is available. 
-W7FG can be reached for inquir- 
ies at (918) 333-7893 and orders can be 
placed on a toll free line at (800) 807- 
6146. 
- The Garzette, Gwinnett Amateur 
Radio Society - July 1995 
Lilburn, GA 
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Ham Radio QSOs on Internet - ger// 


Internet has its version of QSOs on 
the Internet known as Internet Relay 
Chat. It was originally written by Jarkko 
Oikarinen in 1988. Since starting in Fin- 
land, it has been used in over 60 coun- 
tries around the world. It was designed 
as a replacement for the “talk” program 


but has become much much more than 
that. Internet Relay Chat (IRC) is a multi- 
user chat system, where people convene 
n “channels” (a virtual place, usually 
with a topic of conversation) to talk in 
groups, or privately. IRC is constantly 
evolving, so the way things work one 
week may not be the way they work the 
next. Read the MOTD (Message Of The 
Day) every time you use IRC to keep up 
on any new happenings or server updates. 
IRC gained international fame dur- 
ing the 1991 Persian Gulf War, where 
updates from around the world came 
across the wire, and most irc users who 
were online at the time gathered on a 
single channel to hear these reports. IRC 
had similar uses during the coup against 
Boris Yeltsin in September 1993, where 
IRC users from Moscow were giving live 
reports about the unstable situation there 
The user runs a “client” program 
(usually called ‘irc’) which connects to 
the IRC network via another program 
called a “server”. Servers exist to pass 
messages from user to user over the IRC 
network. One must have irc installed on 
a system but it is easy to ftp one of many 
sites an obtain various versions of irc. The 
University of Buffalo, which has a sub- 
stantial repository of Ham related infor- 
mation, is one good source. After you 
download the software, read all there is 
to read about installing it, you’re off and 
running; or chatting. 
You’ve heard of the term “self po- 
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licing” bandied about in amateur radio. 
IRC has perhaps a more dictatorial 
method of applying the “policing” con- 
cept in someone called a channel opera- 
tor. A channel operator is someone with 
” by their nickname or by the chan- 
nel name. Channel operators are the kings 
and queens of their channel. This means 
they can kick you out of their channel for 
no reason. If you don’t like this, you must 
start your own channel and become a 
channel operator there. A channel opera- 
tor sets up a channel with rules, regula- 
tions, topics, language, race, creed - any- 
thing and if you don’t subscribe to their 
requirements and start making waves, you 
are kicked out (literally) - excluded, and 
will be unable to get into the discussion. 
Your editor experienced the help- 
less feeling the first time he ever ventured 
into the IRC fray. There are scores of 
channels, each with a name (some de- 
scriptive, some cryptic, some just a num- 
ber and even some of sexually explicit 
description). When one opts to get in a 
channel, your selected nickname is im- 
mediately broadcast Ie “Ger has entered 
the channel...”. There was an interesting 
discussion about computers going on and 
it was apparent that these guys weren’t 
even moderately illiterate. I just wanted 
to watch and read but I was cordially 
welcomed and soon little messages were 
directed my way. I was ill-equipped to 
have ventured into any discussion since I 
didn’t have a clue what all those icons 
across the top of screen meant and fewer 
Clues as to the manual commands that one 
could use to make simple conversation. 
It’s the old ham rule that one never 
obeys: Read the directions - stupid! - 
Drawing on all of my “intellectual” 
resources, I started pointing to icons that 
“looked right”. The channel started 
dumping lists, messages, and all sorts of 
crap. Somehow, I told everybody it was 
my first time on IRC but I continued to 
generate garbage on the channel. And 
soon - I was unceremoniously dumped 
from the channel and deservedly so. But 
it was an insulting and helpless moment. 
But, you see, one learns the rules. and 
plays by the rules. That’s also what ama- 
teur radio is supposed to be about. 
There is a channel on IRC for ama- 
teur radio operators (or those interested) 
and it’s titled #HamRadio. I have found 
it to be deserted more than inhabited but 
more inhabited during weekends. 


Welcome to #HamRadlo on 
IRC! 
The Sollowing is a description of the 
“#HamRadio” channel, written by Brad 
Killebrew, N5LJV, one of the channel 
operators or “kings”. 

This channel is an open channel for 
anyone interested in Amateur Radio to 
join and discuss any of its related topics. 
#HamRadio is a very active channel 
which peaks in activity during the 
evening hours. 

This channel is controlled by robots 
called HamBot and HamServ. and the 
corps of IRC Channel Operators. 
HamBot and HamServ are C-bots based 
on VladBot, and they are maintained by 
NSLJV and WB3FFV. The Robot’s main 
function on #HamRadio is to provide 
quick information for newcomers to the 
channel, as well as to Ham Radio enthu- 
siasts. If you want to access the informa- 
tion in HamBot or HamSery, just type ‘/ 
msg HamBot help’ or ‘/msg HamServ 
help’ while on IRC. Another function of 


' HamBot and HamServ is to keep the 


channel open and to provide channel se- 
curity. 

As mentioned above, #HamRadio 
has an established corps of Channel Op- 
erators which assist each other in main- 
taining order, peace, and security on the 
channel. If someone on the channel be- 
comes a nuisance, or harasses another 
user, he will be kicked off the channel by _ 
a Channel Operator. If the problem is se- 
rious or if it happens several times, the 
user will be banned from using the chan- 
nel. 

There are Pie a couple of simple 
guidelines that we would like for every- 
one to follow while on #HamRadio. Here 
they are: 


1) No foul language. 

2) No flooding of the channel. 

3) No harassment of other channe 
users. 

4) When at all possible, use your 


callsign as your nick (nick 
name). To do this, type: /nick 
CALLSIGN 

5) Be on your best behavior 


We are lucky enough to call 
#HamRadio a nice place to visit while on 


Continued on page 17 


COMPUFORUM Steve lezzi, KDAGKE 


Embedded Computers - 
The Future of Amateur 
Hobbying? 


This article is a departure from my 


normal discussions because this computer . 


has no keyboard or screen. An embed- 
ded computer is a small, low cost chip 
which performs functions which the pro- 
grammer dictates. Embedded computers 
have become more accessible to the hob- 
byist since the development of the Mi- 
crochip PIC Processor. Many amateurs 
are already using these slick little devices 
to do all kinds of tasks that would nor- 
mally take a whole board full of chips. 
Examples of embedded PICs in amateur 
radio include: Morse ID’ers, Iambic 
Keyers, LITZ decoders, simple repeater 
controllers, timers, counters, and even 
demodulators. 
The new generation of 
microcontrollers like the PIC have sig- 
nificant advantages over previous devices. 
First, these devices are stand alone solu- 
tions. A simple Resistor and Capacitor 
network sets the operating frequency of 
the computer. The port pins can be in- 
puts or outputs and there is sufficient 
drive to light LEDs or even switch low 
power relays. The programming language 
is. simple since there are only 33 basic 
instructions to learn and most important, 
the cost of the development and program- 
ming is very inexpensive. For less than 
$200, one can purchase the programmer, 
simulator, and assembler for several de- 
vices in the family. All software runs on 
a PC compatible, even an 8088 based 
‘machine. The programmer connects to 
one of the serial ports on the back of your 
computer and the interface is simple 
_ enough for anyone to use. 
Getting started is easy. First, pick 
a project that you would like to tackle and 
write out the tasks that this device would 
need to perform. Write your tasks in En- 
_ glish as if you were going to do them your- 
self. For each task that has a result, 
specify the result as a memory element 
and give the element a name. Then, con- 
figure your inputs which your tasks re- 
quire and assign outputs that your tasks 
will control. 

To illustrate this process, let’s 
choose a LITZ decoder as our task. The 


LITZ (a long zero) emergency service 
provides a standard emergency call up for 
amateur repeaters. If you witness an 
emergency or require emergency service 
in an area that your not familiar with the 
repeater, you can press and hold the zero 
key on the DTMF keypad of your radio 
and the repeater will bring an emergency 
operation mode. A proposed implemen- 
tation would be to have the repeater dial 
a phone number of an emergency service 
like the police or 911. 

The LITZ decoder will therefore 
decode the DTMF tones for a zero and 
verify that they are present for a long time 
(obviously an arbitrary period). Once 
verified, the decoder will transmit DTMF 
tones for a programmed number to the 
autopatch of the repeater. The decoder 
can have special access codes and even a 
subaudible tone. The user need only find 
an active repeater by listening and press 
and hold the zero key for emergency ac- 
cess. 

The PIC would be the perfect choice 
for the controller in this project. The PIC 
inputs would come from a DTMF de- 
coder: four data bits and a valid tone sig- 
nal. The PIC outputs would include the 
data and enable signals for a DIMF en- 
coder and an output for the subaudible 
tone if required. 

The algorithm for this decoder 
is as follows: 

1. Read the DTMF decoder sig- 
nals. If data is valid and the code is a 


zero, then set a timer for a long tone pe- 
riod. 

ie If the data is still valid and 
the timer expires, then a valid LITZ tone 
was sent. 

3. Lower the Push-to-Talk line 
to the repeater transmitter. 

4. Enable the Subaudible Tone 
if required. 

my. Read and output the 
preprogrammed phone number through 
the DTMF encoder. 

6. Disable the Push-to-Talk line. 
The repeater will now operate as if the 
operator entered the phone directly. 

Each of the statements in the above 
algorithm can be treated as a software 
routine. The PIC language can read data 
from a port, store data in memory, read 
data from memory and output data to a 
port. Each of the algorithm steps fit one 
of these simple processor operations. 

The circuitry for this decoder is 
relatively simple. There is only three 
devices and maybe some resistors and 
capacitors required to complete the 
project. The total cost for everything 
should less than $25. 

The most important part of this 
decoder is that without the small 
microcontroller, this task would be much 
more complex. 

The experimenting part of Amateur 
Radio is one of the rewarding experiences. 
These projects are even easier now that 
devices like the PIC are available. 

Steve 


The World's largest Ham Dealer is 
located right here in Florida! 


AMATEUR ELECTRONIC SUPPLY® 


ORLANDO: 621 Commonwealth Avenue 
Tel. (407) 894-3238 © Toll Free (800) 327-1917 
Exports/se habla Espajiol (407)-898-1166 
Fax (407) 894-7553 


CLEARWATER: 1898 Drew Street 


Tel. (813) 461-4267 ¢ In-State (800) 557-4237 
Fax (813) 443-7893 


Service to Radio Amateurs for over 37 years! 


Dealer for... 


ALINCO * AZDEN * ICOM * KENWOOD ¢ SGC * STANDARD * YAESU 
...and other lines of Ham Equipment, Antennas & Accessories. 


Other locations... 


MILWAUKEE, WI * WICKLIFFE, OH * LAS VEGAS, NV 


(800) 558-0411 


(800) 321-3594 


(800) 634-6227 
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Edited by I1JQJ, IKIIYU 


AS/S2_ - Notwithstanding the refutations about the pres- 


ence of VK9NS in Bhutan there are still voices about his next- 


expedition from a rare country that could also be Bangladesh, 
S82. 

AP _ - AP2JZB is very active on 20 meters. QSLs must be 
directed to K2EWB that collects them and then sends the 
cards in Pakistan. Be patient for the answers. 

BY -From2 to 4 August Nao (JE7RJZ) will be QRV via 
satellite AO10 and AO13 from chinese club station BY1QH. 
QSL via JA7FWR. 

CT -Vaz (CTIFS), Pedro (CTIDNF), Frank (CTIEDY), 
Jose’ (CTIEEB), Miguel (CTIENQ), Ruben (CTIETZ) and 
Rui (CT1FAK) members of the NPDXG (Northern Portugal 
DX Group) are planning to activate during this year some 
portuguese islands on the Beira littoral. First ex-peditions 
are planned to Sama islands (DIP BL-09) and Poco (DIP 
BL-10). The expedition to Sama isl. is scheduled, if weather 
per-mits, from 20 to 25 July, using the CS8B call. QSL for 
Europe to CTIEEB, for North Americato WAIECA.  __ 
CU3_ - Following what published in number 216, the activ- 
ity from Fradinhos Inlet (EU-003) has been cancelled due to 
sea storm. 

DL_- Karl (DJ9IN) will join the IOTA Contest working the 
DLOPJ station from Norderney Island. - 

DUS _- From 14 to 17 July, Dan (DU8ARK) hopes to be 
portable DU9 from Sa-ragani Island (OC-175): Qsl via 
I2YDX. 

EI - Following what published in number 217, the WestNet 
DX Group has received the authorization to use the EITNET 
call for their activi-ties. During the islands activities, like dur- 
ing the next operation from Inis Meain island (EU-006), on 
IOTA Contest, the call will be EJ7NET. 

F  - From 21 to 29 August, Franck (F5GVH) will be 
portable from Belle Ile (EU-048) working in SSB/CW on 80 
to 10 meters bands. 

G__ - During the weekend, G8JM and G3NQT will be QRV 
from Treshnish Isl. (EU-108) using the special GB2TI call. 
QSL direct to G3JNJ, 22 Charcroft Gardens, Enfield, EN3 
7HA, England. 

GW _-Barrie(GW7EXH), Ted (GWODSJ) , Mike(GOHWK), 
Alan(GW4HDR) and To-ny (GW4PVU) from 27 July at 1800Z 
will be QRV as GWONWR/p from Puf-fin Island (EU-124), 
joining the IOTA Contest. Operations on 80 to 10 mtrs and, if 
possible, on 50 MHz (before the contest). QSL via bureau or 
direct: Tony Wilkinson, P.O.Box 3, Colwyn Bay, Clwyd, 
North Wales, England. 

HZ __ - Dick, N7RO, reports that HZ1HZ logs has been in 
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part missed. Dick is actually looking to find the logs between 
October 1994 and May 1995 and he will be able to confirm 
QSO made in that dates. 

IAS -From 1 to 17 October Davide (IK4DCT) will be active 
from Elba Isl. (EU-028; LI-01) and, if possible, from other 
minor islands of the Tuscan archipelago. 

IBO__- Sunday 16 July, if weather permits, IK8BIZ and 
Ik8DDN will be acti-ve from Nave dd Serapo Reef (IIA LT- 
??). 

IBO~ - The activity of Walter, IN3XUG, from Ponza Isl. 
(EU-045 ITA LT-01) will end Sunday 15 July. 

IL3_ - Saturday 15 July Vito, I3BQC, will be active for the 
whole day from San Clemente isalnd (EU-131 ITA VE-025). 
IL7 - Sunday 23 July, if weather permits, IK8MRA will be 
active from La Chianca Island (IIA FG-11). QSL via IK8OZZ. 
IMO - From 6 to 19 August, Alberto (IK4HPU) will be 
portable IMO from Maddalena Island (EU-041 IIA SS-01), 
Caprera Island (EU-041 IIA SS-05) and, if possible, from 
other minor islands in the Maddalena archipelago. QSL via 
IK4HPU. 

IMO - From 20 August to 6 September Alberto, IK2GAO, 
will be portable IMO from Sant’ Antioco island (IA CA-14) 
with activity mainly in CW and only on WARC bands and 50 
Mhz. Alberto will use a TS-680S with a vertical antenna for 
HF and a double 5/8 for 6 mtrs. QSL via IK2GAO Alberto 
Dalfiume, Via C.Nigra 4, 20013 Magenta (MI). 

JT -From 31 July to 2 August, Nao (JE7RJZ) will be QRV 
from Ulan Bator, in Mongolia, via satellite AO10 and AO13. 
QSL via JE7FWR. 

JW _— - Following what reported in number 215, Dominik, 
DLSEBE, during his next activity as JWOK (from 18 July to 
10 August) from Svalbard Is. He hopes to activate the rare 
Kong Karls Land (EU-063). 

KL_- The station ABSEA/KLO will join the IOTA Contests 
from an island of the IOTA NA-197 group. The activity is 
planed for ten hours only. 

PS = - Martti (OH2BH) reported to John (N4MM) that the 
planned activity from North Korea could take place before 
the Pechino Convention, scheduled next October. Martti has 
not divulged other particulars “on the air” but he stated that 
it will not be a big operation like the Albanian one. 

SO  -Tim, 4U/KCOPA, will end his activity from Western 
Sahara the Ist of August. 


SVS - IK3ZAW and IK3RIY (YL) are actually portable 
SVS. | 
SV8_ - Jens, DL8YEY, reports that from 21 July to 10 Au- 


gust he will spend the summer holidays to Lesvos Island (EU- 
049) where he will be QRV using the SV8/DL8YEY/p call. 
Jens wants also to join the IOTA Con-test. 

UAOB - At the end of July Alex, RZ900, could be active for 
about one week from Arkticheskogo Instituta Islands (AS- 
087). Alex could also ope-rate from an island of the 


- Nordenshel’da Archipelago (AS-???). 


V5 —s- Charlie, KYOA, hopes to be active from Namibia 
during the first half of August (probably from 7 to 10 Au- 
gust) using the V52/ZS6YG or V52YG call, only in CW, on 
160, 80, 40, 30 meters, and probably on 17 and 12 meters 
too. 

VE - Stefan, DLIFDF, from 24 July to 16 October, will 
travel through the Canada, using the VY 1QRP /VE3 Ontario, 


/VE4 Manitoba, /VE5 Saska-tchewan, /VE6 Alberta, /VE7 
British Columbia, /VE8 Northwest Ter-ritories and VY1QRP/ 
p from Yukon Territory. Find him at about 0500Z on 14060 or 
14285 KHz. This is a QRP operation so try also on QRP 
frequencies on 40 (7030/7090 KHz) and 80 meters (3560/3690 
KHz). 

VE2~~ - Frank (VA2RC), Gilles (VA2LG), Jean-Marc 
(VE2BZL) and Jean-Pierre (VE2DFY) will activate Antiscoti 
Island (NA-077), on the Quebec Province Centre Group, 
from 15 to 21 July, using the XJ2CQ call on 80 meters (SSB 
3737 KHz, CW 3650/3707 KHz), 40 meters (SSB 7057 KHz 
CW 7007 KHz) and 20 meters (SSB 14267/14270 KHz, CW 
14027 KHz). QSL via VA2RC, 4434 Astrolabe, Quebec, Que- 
bec, Canada, G2B 2G9. 

W3 _ - Saturday 15 July, N200 and KF2BQ (YL) will be 
active from Assatea-gue Island (NA-139). 

WS - The 16 and 19 August Bruce, KK5DO, will activate a 
special station during the centennial of Alief, Texas. It will 
be possible to ask for a special QSL with a Ist day post 
stamp. | 
YO -For shiver lovers, Oli (DL9ABF), from 29 to 30 July, 
will be active from Dracula’s Castle, in Transillvania, using 
the YO/DL9ABF/p call in SSB and CW on all HF bands. 

- YV5_ -Following what published in number 216, the Caracas 
DX Group will activate the La Orchila island (SA-054) from 
13 to 16 July using the YWSLO call. They will be QRV in 
CWW and SSB, from 2 to 160 mtrs (6 mtrs included) and via 
Satellite too. To avoid postal problems, QSLs must be sent to 
WS4E but they will be verified and returned from Venezu- 
ela. 

5A - Following what published in previous numbers, after 
delays, the UT2UA, UT3UY, UT3UX and UX4UM team has 
started the operations from 13 July inaugurating the new sta- 
tion of the Radio Club in Tripoli, using the 5A1A call. Toly, 
UT3UY, reports that first operations was made on 20 meters 
SSB with only 100 watts and a dipole, but on late afternoon of 
Friday 14 July they plan to operate with more HF an-tennas 
(WARC included) for about ten days. Please note the change 
of the QSL manager from W4FRU to LZ2UA. 


4U0ITU by Ik1QBT/IK1CJO -> Tony (Ik1QBT) and Mauro 
(IK 1CJO) inform those who contact them during the 4U0ITU 
operations, on May 1995, that they logged about 3000 QSos, 
of which 1800 in CW, 1150 in SSB and 150 in RTTY. QSL 
can be requested, both via direct or via bureau, to IKIQBT 
(CW) and IK1CJO (SSB and RTTY). The direct QSL arrived 
until now have been answered and now they are working on 
the bureau cards. They can confirm their operations of 13/14 
and 20721 may 1995. It is not possible to answer to other date 
requests. 
_ KU9C -> Steve, KU9C, reports that he is waiting for XX9X 
and XX9TZ QSLs. The XX9TZ cards for the March-April 
activity has already been sent, direct or bureau. Steve is also 
_ the BV9P manager: the cards are almost ready. It is possible 
to ask requests via CBA or to P.O.Box 5953, Parsippany, NJ 
07054, U.S.A. 
S92SS -> S92SS cards must NOT be sent to KY4P as some- 
one wrongly reported but only to the P.O.Box 522, Sao Tome, 
West Africa. 
W4/YVSDTA -> Steve, that recently has activated Florida 


keys (NA-062) the 1 and 2 July, reports his address for QSLs: 
Steve Morao (Y VS5DTA/W4), 1920 NE Ist Terr # 104H, Ft 
Lauderdale, FL 33305, U.S.A. 

LR.C. -> From 9 July the value for IRCs in USA is changed 
into 0.60$. 

D.LE. NEWS -> New D.LE references: 


CA-009 EL TROCADERO 
S-234 ISLA DE CRONIO 


S-233 ISLA DE LEON 
E-375 CARAGOL DE 
S’ALGUER 
E-376 NEGRA DE SAN ESTEBAN E-377 EL ROMPENT 
E-378 LLAGOSTI DE FORMIGUES E-379 ELS ARQUETS 
E-380 LA PLANASA DE FORMIGUES  E-381 LACORVA DE 
FORMIGUES 
E-382 ROTJADETOSSA 
And also, these are denomination changes: 
E-058 HORMIGAS’~ isnow FORMICA GRAN 
E-251 ROJA isnow ROJA DE BAGUR 
E-057 LAGALERA isnow LA GALERA DE EL GOLFET 
E-347 S’ALGUER isnow LA PLANELLA DE S’ALGUER 


Total number of valid islands for the D.I.E. is now : 2.064. 


WABA & WASA -> The 1995 edition of Help Directory lists 
more than 700 calls of stations that from 1959 has made 
radio activity from antarctic bases. The 37 pages booklet in- 
cluded also the WABA and WASA rules (italian/english) and 
forms to request the awards. For further informations contact 
IK1GPG, Massi-mo Balsamo, Strada Statale 28 Nord n.7, 


12084 Mondovi (CN). 
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edited by Mauro Pregliasco, I1JQJ and Piero Forno, 
IKIIYU with the contribution of IK1GPG, IK2IQD, 
IK2ULV, I1-21171 
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For the news issued in this number, thanks to: ILHYW, 
IKIQBT, I2YBC, I2YDX, IK2GAO, IK2IQD, I3BQC, 
IN3XUG, I4LCK, IK4DCT, IK4HPU, ISFLN, IK7AFM, 
IK80ZZ, Roman DX Group, CTIEEB, CU3BL, DC3MF, 
DC8TS, DJ9IN, DL7VOA, DL8AAM, DL8YEY, 
DL9ABF, DL9GOA, EASKB, EI6FR, FSGVH, G3JNJ, 
G4BUE, GWODSJ, KB8NW, N4MM, UT3UY, W3KH, 
LNDX, URE-EA-DX, DX News Sheet, OPDX, ARRL 
DX, QRZ DX, The 59(9) DX Report, VK2SG RTTY DX 
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NORTH KOREA, P5, ADDED TO DXCC 


COUNTRIES LIST 
The ARRL DXCC Desk announced today that documen 


The DXCC Desk will accept QSL cards for this new coun: 
starting October 1, 1995. QSL cards received at the DXCC 
Desk before October 1, 1995 will be returned without action. 
-ARRL Internet 
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Evi's AMATEUR RapDIo 


2513 S.W. 9th AVENUE 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33315 


State Road 84 


“THE LATEST IN NAME BRAND 
HAM EQUIPMENT” 


VISIT OUR USED GEAR DEPT. 


EQUIPMENT SOLD ON CONSIGNMENT 


LARGEST SELECTION OF BOOKS AND 
_ PERIODICALS IN SOUTH FLORIDA!!! 


AMERICAN EXPRESS, MASTERCARD AND VISA 


ELI JOSE AL LEN 
AA4BK. WT4G N4AXQ AB4LV 
305 305 . 
§25-0103 | 944-3383 
BROWARD FAX DADE Fax 


NATION-WIDE 1-800-780-0103 


“SE HABLA ESPANOL” 
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Aruba Status Stalled 
The ARRL DX Advisory Commit- 
tee (DXAC) voted 15 to 1 to suspend fur- 
ther study of the status on Aruba until 
the Netherlands and Aruba have an- 
nounced a change in the current move 


| towards independence for Aruba origi- 


nally slated for 1996. 

In the same ballot, the DX AC voted 
9 to 7 against recommending the addi- 
tion of Scarborough Reef to the DXCC 
countries List. 

Those who voted against the rec- 
ommendation cited membership opinion 
within their respective divisions. Some 
went on to state an opinion that the rocks 
that comprise the reef do not constitute 
islands, and for that reason no operation 
from the reef can be considered ‘’land 


Those who voted in favor felt that 
Scarborough Reef meets the criteria that 
were in effect at the time the petition was 
received. Several cited membership opin- 
ion in their divisions. 

In membership correspondence to 
the entire DXAC, 157 persons (72) were 
against adding Scarborough and 61 were 
in support of new country status. 

DXAC Chair Garth Hamilton, 
VE3HO, stated, “The Minimum-Size 
Rule was not applied to this petition. 
DXAC members made a judgment in ac- 
cordance with the DX communities they 


represent.” 


: fice. The FCC, after reviewing responses | 


-ARRL Internet 


Fines for 4 amateurs 


Four amateurs cited by the Federal 
Communications Commission for mali- 
cious interference on the 2-meter band 
have had the amounts of their monetary 
forfeitures adjusted. 

The four, all in the New Orleans 
area, were cited for transmissions made 
in the spring of 1993. In September 1993 
all four received Notices of Apparent Li- 
ability from the FCC’s New Orleans of- 


_ from all four, then issued Notices of For- 


feiture in November 1993, all in the 
amount of 2000 dollars. All four appealed 
the NOFs. ; 

While these appeals were pending, 
the Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit 
vacated the forfeiture guidelines that the 


New Orleans Field Office had followed 
in the forfeitures, and on reconsideration, 
the FCC’s Compliance and Information 
Bureau reduced them. 

On July 10, 1995, the FCC issued 
Orders in all four cases, noting that the 
cases were based on information provided 
by the Amateur Auxiliary, and saying that 
“*use of amateur volunteers for the pur- 
poses of monitoring violations in the 
amateur service is permitted by the (Com- 
munications) Act. In fact, the amateur 
radio community has distinguished itself 
for its self policing operations.” 

The FCC reduced the fine for Jo- 
seph F. Richard III, NSJNX, from 2000 
dollars to 1000 dollars, rejecting his con- 
tention that tape recordings used by the 
FCC in the case are “inaccurate or mis- 
leading.” 

Vernon Paroli, KASOWW, had his 
forfeiture amount reduced to 700 dollars, 
based on his claim of being financially 
unable to pay the 2,000 dollar forfeiture 
originally assessed. 

‘The forfeiture amount for Will T. 
Blanton, NSROC, was reduced from 
2,000 dollars to 1,000 dollars. That of 
John B. Genovese, WBS5LOC, was low- 
ered to 500 dollars, because of the shorter 
duration of his transmissions. 

-ARRL Internet 


MICROSOFT AND 
WINDOWS ’95 


The National Consumers League 
reports on some very scary facts regard- 
ing Windows °95. The Microsoft Net- 
work will be bundled with the operating 
system. When a new owner boots up they 


will be invited to register on the network. © 


If they don’t, they will be faced with the 
same invitation every time they boot up - 
it cannot be dismantled. While the MSN 
icon will continue to appear on the desk- 
top regardless of whether it is active, icons 
from other providers will be buried four 
layers down forcing you to search for your 
provider of choice. A “registration mole” 
is built in that can inventory your hard 
drive of all its .exe files and keep 
Microsoft updated along with your regis- 
tration info as to what you use on your 
system. 
- From Telecom Post, Free Speech 
Media #8, July 1995 


QSQs on Internet - Continued 


from page 12 
IRC because all the users are kind enough 
to follow these rules. If you have a report 
of someone that is not following the rules, 
or is harassing you, just send a message 
to hamradio-op@wb3ffv.ampr.org. 

If you have a problem, question, or 
just need some assistance, look for the 
following people on #HamRadio. This 
is the list of current #HamRadio Chan- 
nel Operators as of May 1, 1995: 

_ NSLJV_ - Brad 

WB3FFV - Howard 

XEIRGL - Guillermo 

KD40VM - Tim 

N3MCR_ - Marc 


KC6UUT - Erk 
F5JTL. - Laurent 
N8PPB. - Jeff 
AB6MB. - Jeff 
NGON-~ - Frank 


N9OZPE - Mariann 
VEIBCL - Steve 


KC6SXC - Bob 
LA4OFA - Torfinn 
KD6KGZ - Rob 
9VIZY - Edwin 
- KA2Z0O0O - Alex 


The IRC #HamRadio channel has 
a web page. Information concerning 
Channel Operators, FAQ documents, and 
other servers are provided. The URL is 
http://wbSfnd.uh.edu/irc/ 

So, now that you know a little about 
the Ham Radio channel on IRC, we hope 
you will enjoy your visits and that we will 
see you frequently. If you have any ques- 
tions about the content of this document, 
send E-Mail to  hamradio- 


op@wb3ffv.ampr.org. 
Written by Brad Killebrew NSLJV 
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Simulation becomes real! 


-by Norm Ward, K4RBR 
EC Dade Co. 


The simulated hurricane ZACK exercise turned into a 
real emergency when the area came under the influence of a 
low pressure system that dumped record amounts of water in 
the Monroe, Dade and Broward county areas. 

Ham operators were conducting the simulation primarily 
out of the Dade county EOC under the direction of KA4HLO, 
the RACES officer and K4RBR, the EC. The simulation called 
for a “pre-storm” check-in by hams who would indicate their 
location and equipment capabilities on Tuesday June 20 from 
1600Z to 2400Z. There would be a one day period of non-ac- 
tivity as if a storm was passing and then on Thursday June 22 
there would be a “post-storm” recovery period where amateurs 
would check in and give their status: (1) Damaged and need 
assistance, (2) Safe and intact - ready for assignment. Stations 
that indicated that they were available would then be given an 
assignment to go to a shelter, staging area, distribution center 
or other duty. 

But, Mother Nature stepped in and added realism to the 
exercise by dumping huge amounts of rain. There had already 
been a lot of rain on Tuesday and a Red Cross shelter had been 
opened for victims of localized flooding. As much as 10 inches 
of rain fell in just over 24 hours in some locations and a flood 
watch and possible warning was issued. The emergency Op- 
eration Center in Dade opened their Rumor Control Hot Line 
and announcements were made that shelters would possibly be 
opened. 

Hams began seeking flooding reports from other hams in 
various areas in the county and announcements were made on 
the 147.000, 146,850, 147.345 and 442.350 repeaters. The sta- 
tions were manned primarily by ham members of the Metro 
Dade County REACT team 4881 who worked under the direc- 
tion of KA4HLO until 0205Z.on June 24, at which time the 
ham operation at the EOC was secured. 

All of the net control stations, many of whom were act- 
ing in that capacity for the first time, did a fine job and it proved 
to be excellent ‘on-the-job’ type training. The low pressure area 
moved north relieving the drenched south Florida area and cre- 


ating problems for other counties. 


Meanings of Radio Terms 


confusing to many 


When one starts to talk radio to a person knowing little 
about the subject, he is greatly hindered because of the lack of 
vocabulary. Few people know the meanings of the parts by name 
when they see them, but are unaware of their function, or why 
they go by their respective names. 

. All radio terms have very humble beginnings. They are 
generally words that formerly applied to some other subject or 
object, and by their comparative similarity of action or appear- 
ance have been adapted to radio. There are really no exclusive 
radio words because of this. 

Energy Fed Back. 

Regeneration is probably a word that has become more 
closely associated with radio than any other. It is applied to 
various radio circuits and means that in these circuits the en- 
ergy, after passing through the vacuum, is fed back and passed 
through another time, thereby being “regenerated.” 

Radio Frequency 

Radio frequency is the name applied to a form of ampli- 
fication. It is so termed because the amplification takes place 
when the received energy is alternating negative and positive 
too many times or at too high a frequency for the human ear to 
detect. Because this is of the same characteristic as the received 
impulse, it is called “radio frequency.” 

Audio Frequency 

Audio frequency is similar to radio frequency except that 
the amplification takes place at a lower frequency that is au- 
dible to the ear. The word audio is the Latin for hear, so “audio 
frequency” is a frequency that can be heard. 

Dyne 

Dyne is a suffix used on the names of circuits. It simply 
means power, and the word in front of it designates the kind of 
power. 

The names of small parts such as the grid leak, condenser, 
socket, coupler, are all derived from their appearance or the 
similarity in their action to the application of the word to com- 
mon, everyday use. 

- From Toledo, Ohio Newspaper circa 1921-27 - 

Thanks to Milt Faivre, K4EBT who sent me a peck of 


___ paper clippings. 


ARRL president steps down 


On July 1, 1995, American Radio 
Relay League President George S. Wil- 
son III, W4OYI, submitted his resigna- 
tion from the office he has held since 
January 1992. Mr Wilson, who suffered 
a stroke on February 11, presently is in a 
rehabilitation hospital in Evansville, In- 
diana. 

Mr Wilson said that while he has 
made progress in rehabilitation, his medi- 
cal condition prevents him from travel- 
ing and from devoting the energy required 
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to perform the duties of the office for the 
remainder of his term, which expires at 
the January 1996 meeting of the ARRL 
Board of Directors. He expressed his 
appreciation to the members of the Board 
for the opportunity to serve. | 

“The League has my undying lov 
and support,” he said. 

In accordance with the ARRL By- 
Laws, First Vice President Rodney J. 
Stafford, KB6ZV, has been performing 
the duties of president since Mr Wilson 


became incapacitated in February. With 
Mr Wilson’s resignation, Mr Stafford 
becomes president for the remainder of 
the term. The next ARRL vice president 
in the order of succession, Jay A. 
Holladay, W6EJJ, becomes first vice 
president. 

Upon completion of the rehabilita- 
tion program in Evansville, Mr Wilson 
will return to his home in Owensboro, 
Kentucky. 


Palm Beach Repeater Association, Inc. 
Presents the Ninth Annual 


PaLmM Beacu County HAMFEST 


Amateur Radio & Computer Show October 21 & 22, 1995 


Early Reservation Information 


South Florida Fair Grounds 
Southern Blvd 
West Palm Beach, Florida 
(Seven miles west of I-95) 


Saturday October 21, 1995 
9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 


Sunday October 22, 1995 
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 


Admission 
Admission tickets are $4.00 in advance and $5.00 at the door. 
Tickets are valid both days. 


Flea Market 

Flea Market tables are available in the air conditioned Expo 
Centre on a first come basis. Additional flea market tables are 
located in adjacent air conditioned building. Tables are $20.00 
in advance and $25.00 atthe door, if available. Tables are valid 
both days. If adjacent tables are desired, registration forms 
must be mailed together. Electric is available at $5.00 for both 
days. Admission tickets must be purchased with flea market 
tables. Friday's flea market setup is from 2:00 PM to 8:00 PM. 
For information call Vi Kiekenapp, KC4LCF - (407) 585-9074. 


FCC Exams 

Novice thru Extra exams are scheduled for Saturday and 
Sunday. Exams will start promptly at 9:00 AM. Exams will be 
held.on site. 


Vendor Area 
For Vendor information please contact Hal Gainen, N4UIT at 
(407) 439-0805. 


o Air Conditioned 

o Indoor Flea Market 

o Exhibits 

o FCC Exams Saturday & Sunday 
o Door Prizes 

o Ample parking spaces 

o RV full-hookup sites 

o On-Site Security 

o Quality Food Catering 


Talk-in Frequency 

Talk-In Frequency will be the 147.165/147.765 repeater with 
146.520 simplex used for close in work. Talk-In will be active 
one hour before Hamfest hours and one hour before Setup 
hours. 


Lodging 


Days Inn - 1-95 

2300 45th Street 

West Palm Beach, FL 33407 
(407) 689-0450 


Reservations must be made directly with Hotel and you must 
mention the HAMFEST to get this special rate. Reservation 
deadline is October 6th, 1995. 


Full-Hookup RV Sites 
RV sites will be available through the South Florida Fair 
Grounds office. Call 1-800 527-3247. 


Advanced Registration Form 


Palm Beach County HAMFEST 1995 
Reservation Deadline October 6th, 1995 


(Please Print Clearly) Qty 
ices ree a all Admission —— @ $4.00 
(valid both days) 

Address Flea Market ——— @ $20.00 
ee i i ee State Zip RN 

| Electric $5.00 
Phone 

Total 


Send a S.A.S.E and make checks payable to: 
PBRA HAMFEST, P.O. Box 461, Lake Worth, FL 33460 


(All prices inclued Florida State Tax.) 
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TOWER COMPANY, INC. 


~ SERVING AMATEUR RADIO FOR 20 YEARS 


1639 Old Dixie Highway 
P.O. Box 2806 FS 
Vero Beach, FL 32961-2806 
(407) 567-3423 e Fax (407) 567-3432 


ELECTRONICS REPAIR 


KLM COMMUNICATIONS 
gS <@ ] * All Home Blectronics 
H 9. 


oe * Antiques 
* Affordable Repair 


1306 Lakeview Rd. 
Lake Wales, Fl. 33853 
(813)676-2375 


If it worked once 
It can work again ! 


KENWOOD - ICOM 
TWO-WAY RADIOS 


HAROLO HEASTER 


Ormond Beach, FL 


904-673-4066 or 1-800-84-RADIO 
Call for Everyday Very Low Prices 


W4PLM 


STARTEK 


INTERNATIONAL, INC. 


398 N.E. 38TH STREET, FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33334. 
PHONE (305) 561-2211 FAX (305) 561-9133 


Surgery 
& Diseases 


O.E. OLSEN, M.D. 
OPHTHALMOLOGY 


~ 2108 North Orange Avenue 
ORLANDO, FLORIDA 32804 


(407) 898-1221 Optical (407) 898-1901 


Bve~ 


O51 


“KNOWN FOR SERVICE” 


EVELYN D. CALAN? 
W4WYR 
Broker/Associate 
FUTRELL COMPANY, INC. REALTORS 
Office: 305) 233-4444 
Dig. Beeper: 880-0835 
Eves.:. 642-4139 


INTERNATIONAL RADIO AND COMPUTER, INC. 
Your Number One Radio Repair Center for Florida and the USAI 


{Sp [OUR 16TH YEAR | 


IRCI SUPPORTS YOU AND YOUR RADIO THROUGH: 

. Upgrade Kits for Icom, Kenwood & Yaesu radios. 

. Authorized Kenwood Warranty Service Center. 

. IRCI User Kenwood, Icom & Fox Tango Back Issue 
Newsletters. 

. IRCI User Radio Supplements for Kenwood & Icom. 

. IRCI and Fox Tango 8 and 10 pole crystal filters. 


6. Authorized Icom Dealer. 
04 South U.S. #1, Fort Pierce, FL 34982 


AIR P 
BROKEN RADIOS!!!!! [407] 489-0956 FAX # [407] 464-6386 


MULTI-MILLION’ DOLLAR CLUB 
ERA’ PAUL B. DICKMAN, INC., REALTORS® 


KAY L. PYE WO4HHN 
BROKER- SALESMAN- CRS- WINNERS CIRCLE 
305 N. Tamiami Trail - P.O. Box 1 28 
Ruskin, FL 33570 
813-645-3211 Office 
813-645-7506 FAX 
813-645-1492 Eves 


BAD. 
Ahm singin fer mah dinner 
in a big em ub space. 
Fer 75 buc 
I'll give you anal place. 


FRANK M. BUTLER, W4RH 
DIRECTOR, SOUTHEASTERN DIVISION 
AMERICAN RADIO RELAY LEAGUE 


323 ELLIOTT ROAD, SE 
FORT WALTON BEACH, FL 32548 
PHONE: (904) 244-5425 
MCI MAIL: 311-3659 


NEMAL ELECTRONICS INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
ELECTRONIC CABLE e CONNECTORS e CUSTOM ASSEMBLIES 


12240 NE 14th Ave. 
N. Miami, FL 33161 
Tel. (305) 899-0900 
Fax (305) 895-8178 


BENJAMIN L. NEMSER 
President 


TEST EQUIPMENT, COMPOMENTS & COMPUTER EQUIPMENT 


ASTRO TOO 


Surplus/Electronics Equipment 
(407) 253-3371 


2854 Sarno Road - Melbourne Fl 32935 


Amateur Radio DX Blue Book 
@ Up-dated Prefix, Country, Pacific Islands lists 
@ DXCC, QSL, QTH. UTC info each prefix, 10 Prefix Maps 
@ Instant Speak or Write, 10 page Russian QSO dialogue - - 
_ U.S. PPD $9.45 
@ Foldable Desk Top 11 x 17 Antenna Headings Chart, 55 — 
Florida Cities choice. $4.50 Blue Book patrons 
W4UYZ 4920 Mayflower St. 
Cocoa, FL 32927, (407) 632-6809 


FLORIDA SKIP SPECIALTIES 

APS: 144, 220, 440 AND Packet - :25 ea. 

CC: 610 & 610B Forms - FREE 

A: Applications for Amateur Radio License Plate - FREE 

1994 Ham Shack Calendars - FREE 

Send request and SASE for Maps, Forms, Applications) 
BOOKLETS: FL TFC Routing Guide $3.00 + 2.00 P/H 
Dear Mabel Award: $3.00 to cover P/H 
Andy Clark, W4IYT - P.O. Box 501 - Miami Springs, FL 33266 


SOHOHSKCHCHSHSHOHSHTTETCESFCSCSCESCFCCCSCOCSCTCCCES 


DON'T MISS THIS ONE! 


Come join the 
Southeast Amateur Radio Association 
Lauderhill, Florida 


asi 2 es 
Sp ee 


For more information call: 


Bs 
sa 
ail 
me 


Jerry, WB2BEC, Pres. - (305) 741-3955 
Monty, N4LLZ, VP - (305) 748-1560 
@©020000000000 


Paes 


DORTHY and DON GIES 


Box 2790 RA#2 
Melrose, FL 32666 


K4GIT 
RADIO ELECTRIC SUPPLY 
We Specialize in Receiving and Special Purpose Tubes 


904-475-1950 
Phone or Fax 


Owners 


G.M. ELECTRONICS SERVICE 


Ham Rapto 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 
Au MAKES 


# Specialized Design EngineeringfConstruction 
% Also Marine Electronics _ 


7130 North Main Street 
Jacksonville, Florida 32208 


Guy Mallard, W6IYK . 
(904) 764-0042 


Owner - Tom Larrivee 
WA4DKG 


Tech - Brian 
FCC - PG-7T-8408 
KEADOL 


KE4DOK 


ELECTRONICS Tech 904-749-2042 
FAX 904-749-3147 


800-785-6266 Sales/Service 


QUER 20 YEARS 07 SERVICE” 


164 West First Ave. 
Pierson, FL 32180 


CERTIFIED 
BUSINESS BUREAU, INC. 
SS | 


SS 
INVESTIGATION 
AGENCY 
Cottections @ Over Due Deets @ Bao CHEecks 
FINANCIAL ADJUSTERS © Rent COLLecTors 
Skip TRACING 


MEMBER 
C.B.1. EQUIFAX 


WA4ZMN 
NELSON ENRIQUEZ, P.I. 


Man OFFice: 
3446 S.W. 8 Steer Surre # 208 


Florida Army MARS members re- 
= cently participated in the worldwide emer- 
gency communications exercise, Grecian 
Firebolt 95 (GF95). This exercise, sponsored 
by the United States Army Information Com- 
mand (USAISC), proved to be most successful for the com- 
mand and for Army MARS. During the period from 10 June 
95 through 22 June 95, approximately 4000 military personnel 
from all the services took part in this operation. 

This year, Army MARS, with its global military and vol- 
unteer membership in excess of 5000 operators, was invited to 


participate in GF95 in a communications network support role, 


for the USAISC. Since USAISC is the Command through which 
Army MARS operates, the support requested was a natural 
outgrowth of that sponsorship. Much has been learned about 
the great capabilities that Army MARS offers at very little cost. 


This becomes an essential ingredient in all operations within — 


the current budgetary constraints. 

Within the parameters of one of the scenarios being exer- 
cised, Florida Army MARS was in a location vital to the suc- 
cessful completion of that scenario. Several Florida Army MARS 
members developed mission traffic in coordination with the 
exercise as a whole. This technique was an entirely new method 
of operating for Florida Army MARS ... indeed for all of Army 
MARS. Taskings were given to Army MARS directly from a 
military command. Normally, taskings are developed from 
within Army MARS itself. In this exercise, we were asked to 
coordinate our capabilities with the desires of the military com- 
mand itself. 

Taskings given to Army MARS by the USAISC included: 

1. Install, Operate, and Maintain (IOM) HF and VHF 
communications nets in support of USAISC and other custom- 
ers. 

2. Transmit official record traffic using digital modes of 
communications. 

3. Transmit morale and welfare traffic for deployed troops 
and their families. 

Internal taskings for Army MARS included: 

1. Establish liaison via identified Points of Contact 
(POCs) with deployed units, both at their home station and 
their deployed locations. 

2. License new military stations just prior to deploy- 
ment. 

3. Build and supply “fly away” MARS stations to new 
locations from issued MARS equipment. 

4. Expand the number of phone patch stations. 

5. Provide information to the Family Support Groups so 
that the families would know how to access MARS services. 

Quick response was one of the key areas being tested for 
Army MARS. Therefore no early publication of Operation Or- 
ders and taskings were given. Like every other military unit, 
the orders and taskings were given on the same day as they 
were implemented. This, too, was a new experience for Army 
MARS. 

Florida Army MARS members responded quickly and 
efficiently to all taskings given to them and, as mentioned above, 
developed some of their own. 

Communications nets were run in their usual manner 
with effective relays of traffic from member to member, state to 
state, and anywhere else the traffic needed to go. 

In addition, while all of the GF95 activity was being car- 
ried out, actual emergency traffic in the form of Essential Ele- 
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» ARMY MARS REPORT Lorraine S. Matthew (AAA9PR), PIO mars ww 


ments of Information (EEI) was successfully passed by Florida 


‘Army MARS through the system to the Director of Military 


Support (DOMS) in Washington D.C. The information ar- 
rived at the Pentagon within minutes of being sent with rout- 
ing from Florida to Fort Lewis, Washington to Washington, 
D.C. There are many potential routes for Army MARS traffic 
and this route was the one that was the most open and offered 
the most rapidity for the genuine emergency traffic. Army 
MARS, indeed, erases state lines when emergency traffic is 
involved. 

On August 14, 1945, Sgt. Richard S. Zucker was serving 
with the 3116th Signal Service Battalion at WTJ Radio Con- 
trol on Oahu, Hawaii. At 2314Z, Sgt. Zucker received a very 
special message on radiotelephone and relayed that message to 
General MacArthur in the Phillipines. 

Today, Sgt Zucker is AAR3EO, an Army MARS opera- 
tor from Maryland. That message that he relayed 50 years ago 
was sent from station WAR (Pentagon based Army Communi- 
cations Center) signifying the official end of World War II. Some 
of the original characters on his original tape have blurred over 
the years but the message read as follows: 


LLL 
TZKZLVKWL SS URGENT KK RGE V WARJ NR 1 
URGENTKK= T KWLA KK= FROM WAR 142314Z, 
TO KWLA 

INFO JGUT 


NO 1407 YOU ARE HEREBY OFFICIALLY NOTIFIED OF JAPA- 
NESE 

CAPITULATION PD APPOINTMENT OF GENERAL 
MACARTHUR PAREN 

FROM MARSHALL TO SPAATZ AND WHEELER PAREN AS SU- 
PREME 

COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS FOR THE PUR- 
POSE OF 

ENFORCING THE SURRENDER OF JAPAN IS EFFECTIVE AT 
ONCE 

HULL 

BT 


142314Z 2335 1407 

TULL. 

To refresh some memories and to inform newcomers, the 
HULL signature represented Henry Hull who served as Secre- 
tary of War during the World War II period. 

Mr. Zucker reports that large rhombic antennas were used 
for both receiving and transmitting. The transmitters were Press © 
Wireless 40KW and the receivers were RCA Dual Diversity 
Model 89 and the Western Electric 850Hz shift Mercury-Wet- 
ted relays fed a Wilcox-Gay Modem with a 2+ cross-ellipse 
oscilloscope display. The teletype tape machines were origi- 
nally designed to operate at 60 WPM, but had been modified to 
run at 100 WPM. This change caused jamming unless the 
equipment was constantly sprayed with oil. Even so, overheat- 
ing caused an occasional oil/paper fire. 

In reading this description of the equipment used 50 years 
ago, we can be most appreciative of the progress that has gone 
into the equipment we use today. I thank Mr. Zucker for shar- 
ing this information with us. I further thank him and many 
operators like him who were there when our country needed 
them and who have contributed so much to communications 1 in 
continuing service over the ensuing years. 

The proud traditions set by these operators over the years 
continue today and on into the future as Army MARS remains 

... Proud, Professional and Ready. 


HURRICANE - Continued from page 1 


cupants to be transported to relative’s 
homes or motel accommodations and fi- 
nal stand down was issued. 


Those amateurs that sprang into 
action in response to EC - KD4FG’s “this 
is not a drill” declaration are: N7KAA 
and KE4DXS, Net Control Ops at the 
EOC; and KE4TND, WD4PGA, 
KC4GWF, K4JTO and KK4HS who 
staffed the shelters for about 28 hours. 
K4LDR gets a bare honorable mention 
in that he was departing home for a shel- 
ter to relieve an amateur when the EOC 
issued the final stand down order. 


KE4CXI gets an at-a- girl from K4LDR © 


for letting him abandon her and the pets 
at a home in the boonies and potential 
flood area in order to assist at a shelter. 


Question: Do you have a weather 
radio equipped with automatic audible 
alarm to receive the NWS broadcasts in 
the 162 MHz range? If not, spend the 
$30, or so, for one. They are worth every 
penny to be alerted (including awakened 
from sleepmode) for tornado and other 
severe weather watches and warnings. 
Most have battery backup to still receive 
the alarm and weather situation broad- 
cast when the power fails. Yeah, I know, 


you Il get one when the need arises. 
Vanity call sign 
fee set 


The Federal Communications 
Commission has adopted a fee for ama- 
teur vanity call signs of three dollars per 
year, to be collected for the entire 10-year 
term at the time of application for such a 
call sign. 

The beginning date for these fees 
is September 18, 1995. These fees are 
the result of a mandate from Congress 
that the FCC collect fees to recover some 
of its regulatory costs. 

The FCC said that the revenue re- 
quirement for amateur vanity call signs 
is 840,000, dollar(s) and estimates that it 
will process 28,000 applications for them. 

No start date for applications for 
vanity call signs has yet been announced, 
and the necessary FCC Form 610-Vs have 
not yet been released. These fees apply 
only to vanity call sign applications, not 
to any other amateur license transaction. 

- ARRL Internet 


The Best All-Round Packet TNC - 
PacComm’s PicoPacket 


Compact! 
Only 1" x 2.5" x 
3.25". An inch 
shorter than a 
pack of ciga- 
rettes. 


Powerful! Z- 
181 high inte- 
gration MPU 
with one mega- 
byte address 
space. 
Inexpensive! 
Only US$129 
(32k RAM 
model). 


Perfect Beginner’s TNC! 
Every feature you would expect in an 
AX.25 1200 baud TNC, plus: 


On-Line HELP! Type Help and a com- 
mand name (or part of a command name) 
and receive the correct spelling, shortest 
abbreviation, default value(s), acceptable 
values, and a short explanation of its func- 
tion. 


Personal Message System with all the 
state-of-the-art features: Automatic mes- 
sage addressing to your home BBS, mes- 
sage forwarding via direct or network, etc. 


APRS (Automatic Packet Reporting Sys- 
tem) compatible GPS support built-in. 
Works with either the standard single serial 
port or the optional second serial port. 


Terminal programs for both DOS and 
Windows included. 


Cables. RJ-45 serial cable with adapter to 
DE-9S. RJ-45 radio cable has real wire - 
solders easily to radio connectors. 


Upgradeable. EPROM and RAM are 
socketed for ease in upgrading firmware 
and increasing memory. 


Instruction manual, schematic, Quick 
Command listing, and power cord in- 
cluded. 


Optional RAM. 128k, or 512k. 


Battery Pack 
model. The case of 
the battery pack 
model fits a quick- 
change 6VDC slide- 
on/slide-off battery 
pack which allows 
continuous opera- 
tion. The Pico- 
Packet contains a 
built-in battery 
charging circuit. 
Full-time GPS port 
(2nd serial port) al- 
lows both aGPS and 
computer to be at- 
tached to the Pico- 
Packet. The GPS port also provides a real- 
time clock and 128k RAM. 


Built-in GPS receiver. The GPS model 
has a built-in Trimble SVee6-CM3 GPS 
receiver. Total size only 2 x 2.5 x 3.25 
inches. Active external GPS antenna pro- 
vided: 
Companion GPS receiver. A Trimble 
SVee6-CM3 receiver fits in a separate case 
the same size as the Pico and attaches via 
an audio stereo cable. GPS antenna pro- 
vided. 

Models and Prices: 
PicoPacket w/32k RAM - $129 


PicoPacket w/128k RAM - $149 


PicoPacket with 2nd serial goat 128k 
RAM, Real Time Clock - $189 


PicoPacket Batterypack model with 32k 
RAM - $189 

PicoPacket Batterypack model with 128k 
RAM - $209 

PicoPacket Batterypack model with sec- 
ond serial port, 128k, RTC - $249 


PicoPacke/GPS. Same as model directly 
above plus internal GPS receiver and GPS 
antenna - $629 


Companion GPS receiver w/active an- 
tenna, data cable - $399 


Extra battery pack - $45 


PacComm Packet Radio Systems, Inc. 
4413 N. Hesperides St., Tampa, FL 33614-7618 


813-874-2980 
BBS: 813-874-3078 


Facsimile: 813-872-8696 
Internet: Skip@paccomm.com 
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FLORIDA SKIP 


BOOKSTOP 


NEW 


The Florida Skip Bookstop 


In an agreement with Tiare Publications, Florida Skip 
will make it convenient for its readers to order books by the top 
experts in their respective fields. There are books on every- 
thing from QSLing your ham radio contacts to scanning to tun- 
ing in on radio signals from space. 

The featured list as published does not reflect the com- 
plete selection of books that are available. For a complete list, 
please send a SASE to Florida Skip Books, 672 Indian River 
Dr., Melbourne, FL 32935. 


EARN SUBSCRIPTION 
CREDITS! 


For every book ordered through Florida Skip, you will 
receive a Florida Skip Book credit worth $2.00 that may be 
applied to your new subscription or renewal. There are no time 
restrictions on using your earned credits but the credit certifi- 
cate must accompany new subscriptions or renewals. So put 
them in a safe place. 


Featured Book List 


The Code Book. Amateur Radio CW operating. By Robert J. 
Halprin, K1XA. Antique? Old fashioned? Low tech? Robert Halprin 
says of the Morse code: ““What.could possibly be more high tech than 
direct digital input to the brain by way of neurological audio ports? 
That’s exactly what CW communication ‘is, why it’s been so success- 
ful for so long and why, when the going gets tough, it will beat the so- 
called modern modes every time.” 

The Code Book is a tribute to the oldest form of wireless communica- 
tions - a practical guide for those who want to make CW a bigger part 
of their amateur radio hobby. Chapters include: The CW Language, 
CW: Advantage Yours, Mastering the Code, CW Operating Techniques, 
Tools of the Trade, Text, Files and Audiotape, Contests and DXing, 
CW Traffic Nets and Traffic Handling, QRP Operations and CW on 
the Low End. $17.95 plus $2 s/h. - 


Computerized Radio Monitoring. By Todd D. Dokey. Marry your 
computer and your radio! Here’s an in-depth look at the procedures 
and techniques involved in operating your shortwave or scanner radio 
from your computer keyboard. How to make practical use of the new 
generation of monitoring gear which is revolutionizing the way we 
use our receivers. 


The book covers planning the computerized shack, managing and stor- 
_ ing data, getting results from your data, pre-planning computer moni- 
toring, automated logging and traffic-collecting techniques, and how 
( to do remote monitoring of your receiver from your computer. Also 
| discussed are the various receiver and scanner models which can be 
controlled by a computer and the use of terminal units for decoding 
| RITY, FAX, etc. A technical section deals with adaptors, RFI prob- 
lems, ports, cables, noise and accessories.The book also reviews sev- 
eral of today’s top radio-control software products.$22.95 plus $2 s/h. 
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Crisis Communications. A Handbook for Ke 


Emergency and Survival Radio Monitoring. By 

Mark W. Johnson. Hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, mud 
slides, forest fires, chemical spills, gas leaks ... not to mention the 
latest scares about potential nuclear waste hazards. Disasters are out 
there, waiting to happen. This book shows you how to monitor a crisis 
situation on your scanner or shortwave radio. 


Johnson discusses the equipment you need and shows you how to plan 
for emergency monitoring so you can be ready if and when disaster 
strikes. There are plenty of frequencies in here too. Northeast Scan- 
ning News gave this book five stars. $12.95 plus $2 s/h. 


Easy Shortwave Antennas. By Frank P. Hughes, VE3DQB. 
Dissatisfied with your present antenna? Here are more than 50 short- 
wave “skywires” you can try out. Long wires, slopers, verticals, beams, 
squares, indoor and outdoor antennas. Hughes also gives you a wealth 
of practical antenna information, including the nuts and bolts of an- 
tenna construction, antenna patterns and so on. Includes numerous 
diagrams. $12.95 plus $2 s/h. 


Clandestine BC Directory 

Computerized Radio Monitoring 

The Code Book (Amateur Radio CW Operating)... 
Easy SW Antennas (50+ SW “Skywires”) 

Ham Radio Contesting 

HamSat Antennas 


Inside Your Shortwave Radio (How they work 
and how to get the most out of them) 

Long Wire Antennas 

Low Power Communications (QRP) 
Vol. 1 - Basics 


Vol 3 - Hardware 


Luchi’s General Class License Guide 
Luchi’s No-code Tech License Guide 
Luchi’s Novice License Guide 


Pse Qs] (Expert’s Guide to Amateur 
Radio QSLing 
Radio TV Interference - Sources/Solutions 
Secret Signals - The Euronumbers Mystery 
Secrets of Successful QSLing (SWLing) 
Shortwave Goes to School (Teacher’s Guide to 
SW in the Classroom) 
Warship Directory (w/radio calls and frequencies 
- Vol. 1 - US, Canada, Great Britain) 
World Ham Net Directory (4th Edition, 
over 1,100 worldwide amateur radio nets listed 
by name, day/time/frequency) 


(Order Blank on Page 27) 
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THE TUBE MAN 


Electronic Tubes 


902 Lothian Dr. , 
Tallahassee, FL 32312 

904 386-2729 Phone 

Richard Hale 904 386-2560 Fax 


rd and quotes. 


CARL’S ANTENNAS 
KS41J 


Lakeview damsticks - HE, VHF, UBF 


ads, eighth (8th) 
bike eae 


Smiley 1/2 Wave Flex, 5/8 Slim Ducks/ 


FOR SALE - ICOM R71A Shortwave Receiver with $100 


remote control. Adjust receiver from bed! - $595.00 plus ship- ee . Carl Paulicelli. re Tuxea/ewrenma 
ping. New condition. E. Shafer, N8ES, 3479 Kersdale Rd., 973 Haas Ave. NE 

Pepper Pike, Ohio 44124. PH: (216) 831-9198. Palm Bay, FL 32907 

FOR SALE - Icom IC-730 transceiver, like new with mobile 407-952-6849 


mount 0 $400.00. Connect Systems simplex phone intercon- 

nect for VHF-UHF - $225.00. Okidata 93 printer, low mile- 

age, works great - $30.00. Kevin Poslusny, KJ4PR. 14518 

BW 142 Ct. Cir, Miami, FL 33186-5627. PH: (305) 235- 
27; 


FOR SALE. - Retiring from hamming after 47 years. ICOM changed my 
735 with Power Supply; Murch Transmatch UT 2000; 2000 Name would you 
Lo-Pass Filter; Cantenna; Antenna Rotator; All Manuals; ' 

Meters; Cables; $500.00 OBO; cannot ship easily. Howard Like me more? 


.. Arnold, W4PCP. 3629 Washington Street, Hollywood, FL 
33021-8215. Ph: (305) 981-5541. 


FOR SALE - Cross Band Repeater, 2 meter and 440, both 
| repeaters in new condition. Each are Hamtronics model R.E.P 
200. One is 2 meter, one is 440 MHz. 2 meter has receive 
prehamp and tone encoder. Both repeaters are 19 inch 
rackmount, 3-1/2 inch high. Both are linked for crossband. 
Will sell seperately if you want. 2 meter is $1000.00 - 440 is 
$900.00. George Hagan, KD4JUJ, 2557 NE Theater Rd., 
Arcadia, FL 33821. Ph: (813) 494-5589. 


FOR SALE - 500 Watt Ormore Antenna Tuner in Collins 
Cabinet with roller inductor and National Velvet vernier di- 
als, Custom built. Sacrifice - $35.00 plus shipping. WANTED 

- Military Jan surplus tubes any quantities, large or small. HAMBARS 
Call Milton Levy, WSQJT. 2042 Australia Way West #8, 


Clearwater, FL 34623. Ph: (813) 791-4730 anytime. 
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Florida Hamfest Update - July, 1995 
* Complled by BIll Britton, KB4VOL 


DATE LOCATION NOTES 


Aug 5/6 Jacksonville | Prime Osborne Convention Ctr 
South Lee & West Bay St 
Talk-in: 146.760 
INFO: Billy, NSUF (904) 350-9193 
Sep 9/10 Melbourne Melbourne Auditorium 
625 Hibiscus Blvd 
Talk-in: 146.850 
INFO: Allen, N4PTM (407) 777-1120 
FREE! At Motorola east parking lot 
Talk-in on 146.790 
INFO: Robin, N4AHHP = (305) 583-3625 
New Port Richey New Port Richey Recreation Center 
(Sunday Only!) 6630 Van Buren 
Talk-in on 145.350/147.150 
INFO: Ron, NSEE (813) 376-6575 
Bradford County Fairgrounds 
US 301 north of SR 100 
Talk-in on 145.150 
INFO: Dan, K4RVD 


Sep 23 Sunrise 
(Rain date Sept 30) 


Sep 24 


Oct 20/21 Starke 


(904) 475-2695 


21/22 West Palm Beach Expo Center at South FL Faigrounds 


SR 80, just east of US 441 
Talk-in on 147.165 
INFO: Charlie, K2GNZ (407) 582-1164 
28  PortStLucie Port St Lucie Yacht Club 
(New Location!) 500 Prima Vista Blvd 
Talk-in on 146.955 
INFO: Roy, KE4QJG = (407) 340-4319 
4 Lake Worth FREE! At John Prince Park 
6th Ave South and Congress Ave 
Talk-in on 146.670 
INFO: Bill, N4ZDD_ (407) 439-8796 
4 Eustis Lake County Fairgrounds 
(Corrected Date!) State Rd 44 & County Rd 452 
Talk-in on 147.255/442.900  * 
INFO: Tony, KE4NLG (904) 787-1449 
Fox Lake Park . 
Harrison St. west to the park 
Talk-in on 146.910/146.970 
INFO: Cliff, KC4SYD (407) 267-7030 
Expo Hall - FL State Fairground 
US 301 & I-4 
Talk-in on 146,940 
INFO: Jean (813) 525-5178 
2 Okeechobee = Agriculture Center Bldg. 
on U.S, 441, 1.5mi north of SR 70 
Talk-in on 147.195 
INFO: Al, AD4RZ (813) 467-0516 
Booster Stadium Parking Lot 
_N 36th Ave, 1 mi N of SR 40 
Talk-in on 146.970 
INFO: Mario, N4TSV = (904) 245-9514 
Florida Sports Hall Of Fame 
I-75 Exit 82 to US 90 West 
Talk-in on 145.490 
INFO: Colen, WASRKR_= (904) 755-7969 


11 Titusville 


18/19 Tampa 


9 Lake City 
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- 1996 - 
Jan 6/7  FortMyers City of Palms Hamfest 
Fort Myers Shriners Mosque 
2010 Hanson St, 1 bl east of US 41 
Talk-in on 147.345 
INFO: Dale, KD4UAD (813) 275-8360 
13/14 Sarasota Robards Sports Arena 
3000 Fruitville Rd 
Talk-in on 146.910 & 444.925 
INFO: Sam, KE4BXF = (813) 922-4591 
Crystal River Crystal River Armory 
Talk-on on 146.955 
INFO: Bill, KO4ZA (904) 382-5755 
Pinellas Park Benefit Boy’s & Girl's Club 
7790 61st St North 
Talk-in on 147.060 
INFO: Mike, KC4TEX (813) 823-4251 
Miami Dade County Expo Center 
SW 112th Ave & Coral Way 
Talk-in on 146.760 or 146.925 
INFO: Evelyn, W4WYR_ (305) 642-4139 
10 = Arcadia Desoto County Fairgrounds 
(New Location!) US 17, 1/2 mi south of SR 70 
Talk-in on 147.075 ‘ 
INFO: Doug, KN4YT (813) 494-5070 
10 Pensacola Bayfront Municiple Auditorium 
Talk-in on 146.760 & 444.925 
INFO: Bill, WA4YRN (904) 476-8537 
17/18 Orlando _ Central Florida Fairgrounds 
4300 W. Colonial Way 
Talk-in on 146.760 
INFO: Lou, AC4GB — (407) 898-0429 
Brooksville Hernando County Fairgrounds 
Talk-in on 146.715 
INFO: Clem, N4PIE 
Zephyrhills At 3339 Allen Rd. 
Talk-in on 145.190 
INFO: WB4UMT @ WB4UMT 
National Guard Armory 
on U.S. 27, 6 mi N of Sebring 
Talk-in on 147.270 
; INFO: Clyde, WI3X = (813) 453-7181 
16/17 Ft. Walton Beach Okaloosa County Fairground 
1958 Lewis Turner Blvd. 
Talk-in on 146.790 
_INFO: Bud (10-7 CST) (904) 243-2404 
Mar 23 — Stuart FREE! At Martin County Fairgrounds 
(New date and new location!) A1A south of Stuart 
Talk-in on 147.060 
INFO: Andy, W8BIX (407) 225-5122 
HELP AVOID CONFLICTS - GET YOUR DATES IN EARLY! PLEASE 
SENT CORRECTIONS, ADDITIONS AND WHO TO CALL FOR 
INFO! Packet Address: KB4VOL @ KB4VOL 
Army MARS Call: AAT4RV 
Mail: Bill Britton, KB4VOL 8703 S.E. Jardin St. Hobe Sound, FL 
33455 E-Mail: bill.britton @jbs.com 
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(904) 799-3202 


Sebring 


Florida Skip Bookstop 


SHIPPING AND HANDLING 
INFORMATION 


Shipping and handling is $2 for the first item, $1 for each 
additional item, except where noted. Books are shipped 
via book rate mail. For UPS delivery (US only) add $3 and 
be sure to include a street address (UPS cannot deliver to 
post office boxes. Foreign orders are normally sent via 
surface mail which takes 8-10 weeks. If you wish airmail 
delivery add $8 to your order. 


ORDER FORM ee o 


Florida Skip Books 
c/o Gerry Wentz/Editor 
672 Indian River Drive 
Melbourne, FL 32935 


SUBSCRIPTION FORM 
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1995 Eastern United States Hamfests 


peees 1995 

LE TR NAGA ORE Mid-Ohio Vally ARC Hamfest, Parkersburg, WV 
33 BER ARUN ca ee MEE Bey eh Se Central Georgia Nat’l Hamfest, Perry, GA 
Dine aecavbares Pet a ae 7th Annual High Point RC Hamfest, High Point, NC 
bP atc nak ODED EE A SE ARRL Div. Conv/22nd Annual Hamfest, Jacksonville, FL 
Pee eee ee ARS 45th Annual Winchester Hamfest, Berryville, VA 
68 erate he) bibl REO Leth Southern Patuxent Hamfest, Upper Marlboro, MD 
(sab een SA ea A he RUSE | aie hve ARRL Central Hamfest, Frankfort, KY 
D2, ee oe a ae Tri-State ARA Hamfest/Computer Show, Huntington, WV 
A QET Ss, SEE Se etree nS Seer es ARK-LA-TEX Hamfest, Shreveport, LA 
HELE. ete Sa fo Summit ARA Carrol City HF/Comp. Show, Westminster, MD 
BD jain ich Sai ards sais Savas eee cet Queen City Hamfest/ComputerFair, Charlotte, NC 
19-20 ie eae wt Ne Em rare ae alae Hamfest, Huntsville, AL 
DOP Aa ee ROY ee est eetiihendtie tytn at dyed ade Rane a Hamfewt, Marysville, OH 
DO cS SSRs coh eee Rae ae pane sles GCARA Hamfest, Cincinnati, OH 
DON ier ee a aR eN Aealelee g St. Charles ARC Hamfest 95, St. Charles, MO 
PT SBE al Brak Fe ae emai, 1 Confederate Signal Corps Hamfest, Madison, GA 
D Pieces. score aes sake eee Short Mt. Rep Club Hamfest, Cedars of Lebanon, TN 
September 1995 
pe TMM SY Ei ROR ep Ras A A 39th Annual Hamfest, Shelby, NC 
Fy eerie EU ee en rere.) aly eR TA Hamfest, Melbourne, FL 
KOM das hetccstdbuats Mica Necn elaine FARFEST ’95 Hamfest, Gaithersburg, MD 
{ys PERSP Mal OAS Ay oeegas, SED PRBOOR. LU Ascension ARC Hamfest, Gonzales, LA 
FG ae ice ih i a ee aes bate Tailgate Swapfest, Ruston, LA 
h(a SA SSA PEIN RR GRU 9 i RL OR we ncaa Fallfest, South Boston, VA 
AS vitesriplnnas apnea Sc NR a lst Annual Anderson RC Hamfest, Anderson, SC 
PE, MUS PEA MR PUR TME cere MES COL Lanierland: ARC Hamfest, Gainsville, GA 
736 EPPA bd hs Bebe ag Mage Central Lousiana Hamfest, Alexandria, LA 
Veh en Fae ke pelt SA ee ot eo ona IE oS erp nee Hamfest, Anniston, AL 
P75 OIE PU Vy ORO Rae RR I) NURS A 1 Ride TARA Hamfest, Huntington, WV 
A, ORR re Pas A PR ORS A | SRO Te Ree oa Hamfest,Cleveland, OH 
PAE Oe Bererer caer it eee ne ae AOI fn Hamfest & Computer Fair, Virginia Beach, VA 
9K: SAR EM CT AR OMGES Sal RAN VSI) aioe leis Ny Hamfest, Louisville, KY 
QBs G, zs acsndasmees sites dianccctieie dined teh ik MeN be sells eae ae Hamfest, York, PA 
9 Sen Oren ss: cM I SO BAR Falls Lake ARC 4th Annual Swapfest, Butner, NC 
DA palberrtsar sate UN ala ete PSs atte pate rte sab fed Hamfest, New Port Richey, FL 
October, 1995 . 
P| Mi RDP ROA CAA IL Miss. Coast ARA 19th Annual Ham/Swapfest, Biloxi, MS 
Hf gia ee Be CO a Nt WORD  LEE BAIR? IRB. SU A ot Fh RB ak «Sv Hamfest, Boaz, AL 
Yate ARNE en Rares Nee Ui Ne me HU meats ln) Ls Be ee Hamfest, Mt. Home, AR 
Y fad Hest nactpedrar sie rice myn rer keene Sumner City ARA Hamfest, Gallatin, TN 


ha CCRT RT OR Te eee ere 44th Annual Hamfest & Computer Fair, Rock Hill, SC 
TBF cts adhd ei eae ee 14th Ham Com-Vention, Houston, TX 
SB NCS eB Hh aaa ARTUR Sat eeu Hamfest, Maysville, NC 
LAP RR tei baad ce osateces tals ne ee 4th Black Warrier Swapfest, Tuscaloosa, AL 
10. al dh ee pear (Cath op CCARS Fall Festival and Hamfest, Sanford, NC 
1 Ee Cee Breer 47th Annual Hamfest/Comp Show, Augusta, GA 
1 beet PME ACM dn, ye Mmmm atte Lo Hamfest, Waycross, GA 
TAR Si So cccedioeiieas eet ene ete hc ecco oe Memfest ’95 Hamfest, Memphis, TN 
DS eee ae cesccsccnuehe pease CARA 19th Hamfest, Howard City Fairgrounds, MD 
DO R2 V2 v's... ncdsstnant dene teyusaceny ache Camm e205 ty Hamfest, Stark, FL 
72 | iene PR OORT BOR ER AE RS BR Be cot QE Tri-Cities Hamfest, Gray, TN 
QURT Sere 224. Pi sanalodtos acetate oy 2. Hamfest, Sumter, SC 
PIED A Ae RE He A Palm Beach RA Hamfest, W. Palm Beach, FL 
APA oN AUER oe 2nd Annual Ol-Fashun Hamfest & Barbeque, Monroe, NC 
PAS oy oe a ape nee LPR S. KY AR Group 3rd Franklin Fest, Franklin, KY 
DELO hited dco eee Hamfest Chattanooga ’95, Chattanooga, TN 
PA! AAO One ree Ter en fe UBeNN me Mason-Dixon Hamfest, Westminster, MD 


Stet aetes dase Sees ch oko bette earn Mobile ARC Computer Fest/Hamfest, Mobile, AL. 
ce LE PE NS es Ham Radio/Comp Expo ’95, Lawrenceville, GA 

Poe itdeoss od pis dsnvchsecebe 0k svePan eve uh aaaepacd tee. aaa Hamfest, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 

TU cosas asbersee) veneannse aa hewenecks damnoea Uber ss aaa anime, 2 Hamfest, Concord, NC 
ee LE OT RTO NOES SUSE AERTS Jesesssseeeeseese Hamfest, Titusville, FL 

mob Ale ele Ae ee. aoe TVARN Hamfest, Cookville, TN 

ss aU 3 yee ee Twin City Hams Hamfest, West Monroe, LA 

Pa Ri a sees 18thAnnual Hamfest, Montgomery, AL 

: 3rd Annual Hamfest & Computer Expo, Myrtle Beach, SC 

Hy SEAR CCT SNA ae AL RU NN Hamfest, Ocean Springs, MS 
Phar Shine eral dea Indiana State ARRL Conv/Hamfest, Ft. Wayne, IN 

AS) I acon ee ise tL FL State ARRL Conv/Suncoast Convention ’95, Tampa, FL 
LF eas a vebig ANGE es eee ee 7th Annual JARSFEST, Benson, NC 
9 «cle a Re HL FE CDR ees ILS Ty Hamfest, New Orleans, LA 


De rai oxo ite cee ee 7 15th Hamfest & Computer Show, Greensboro, NC 
DRS So cccivis Seba eee Ne Wiregrass ARC Hamfest, Dothan, AL 
be PORN EENY Ue. Lk amie NSCS alto EN Hamfest, Okeechobee, FL 
QR eel ria a an ee UNTMIS HENG Gens vueteha mane ae Ist Annual Hamfest, Lake City, FL 
VO oS nivedslascereaauerekr ee ec cee teem bye ety ae ae HolidayFest ’95, Largo, MD 
* Hamfest dates marked with an asterisk (*) are NOT 
confirmed and are based on information on record from the 
previous year’s date, with no guarantee of accuracy. 


Produced in cooperation with Southeast Repeater Association - Wayne Williams, K4MOB Editor 
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